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RAJ BHAVAN
GUWAHATI

| am glad to learn that Pragjyotish College Students’ Union
2014-2015 is going to publish the 44" Edition of its Annual College Magazine -
“pRAGJYOTISHIYA” within a short time.

Our students must remember that India is a youth country
with 68% youth population. Our youths must dedicate themselves towards
building a ‘Swachh’, ‘Shashakt’, ‘Samriddh’ and ‘Niryog’ Bharat.

| wish “PRAGJYOTISHIYA”, the Annual College Magazine to be
published by Pragjyotish College Students’ Union 2014-2015 every success.

S

(Padmanabha Balakrishna Acharya)

Governor of Assam
Dated: December 4, 2015
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY Dr. Mridul Hazarika
Vice Chancellor
Phone 1 +91 361 2570412(0), 2570408(R)
Fax 0 +91-361-2675515
Email ID : hazarika50@gmail.com
ve_gu@yahoo.in

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that Pragjyotish College, Guwahati is going to
publish  the 44™ issue of its annual college magazine entitled
“PRAGIJYOTISHIYA” very soon. College magazine is a strong medium for the
constituent members of a college for intellectual exercise. It carries
sentiments, emotions, creativity and objectivity to integrate into a totality of

views of a community at a given time.

I wish all success in their mission and hope the magazine will be

immensely beneficial to all concerned.

Date : 18.11.2015 ( Mridul Hazarika )

Address: Gopinath Bordoloi Nagar, Phone: 0361 257 0415 Website: www.gauhati.ac.in
Jalukbari, Guwahati,
Assam 781014
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Pragjyotish College: A Peep into its Past with an Eye to the Future Atanu Kr. Chowdhury
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(a) Astronomy :
(i) Cause of Eclipse :
BIeafd writ g feH Aedt = e
(—Aryabhatiyam—Golapaadah, 37)

—The moon covers the sun and the great shadow of
the Earth covers the moon.

(ii) Seasons when comets influence the Earth :
CEIREERStIrEss
IRGIE=TAN: A
CEEClHeICIUE
HAYdl: WHEd: ||
(—Brihad-Vimana—Shastram,
Kriyasara—tantram, Page 185)

—The influence of these comets is increased rapidly in
the seasons of autumn and spring as these naturally and
inherently exists in the solar rays.

(iii) The moon satellite of the Earth :
3T 7t gRAehHIq STHE-Ha e |
T = 9=l [(-Rigveda-10.169.1, Yajurveda,
Taittiriya Samhita-1.5.1.34)

—The moon, being the satellite of the earth, revolves
round its mother planet and follows it in its revolution
round the self-luminous father planet (The sun).

(b) Physics :
(i) Speed of light :

qfurfeaereidr safaspaf g3 |

i
asiremifeda :““j'}
forgermmafy T=H (-Rik—Samhita-1.50.4)
—The sun quickly pervades the whole world.
T = Td A He S 5 5 I F 5 S |
Tehe TfETe shemmr FHsEg o 1 St
—"It is remembered that the sunlight travels 2, 202
yojana in half a nimisha."
1 yojana =9 miles
110 yards =9.6025 miles
2,202 yojanas =21, 144.705 miles.

Time taken = L nimisha = L_ =0.114286 seconds
2 8.75
speed of light = 1,8,5016.169 miles/second
Modern value = 186,000 miles/second.
(ii) Motion :
(1) FAM-fa9E-omTHi »d FHE |
(AR - 1. 1. 20)
(2) TEE-FIE-FANTHR &I |
(SRIfteReRIt - 1. 1. 21)
(3) HANETHA GATTEIUH STESHIM |
(AR - 4. 1. 25)

(1) Motion is the case of conjunction, disjunction and
velocity.
(2) Motion against gravity is due to effort and
conjuction is the effort.
(3) Motion of precious stones and compass needle
due to the invisible cause.
(iii) Elasticity :
3 e fafarer: stamemf-emm: G fafvrey vy
Sy adq: Refawemes: @gEm=en ShaqaAiiay
FaeTIAfd qeegs]: UM | (-—Tah<et)
—Flasticity (f¥f©ZI#i79]) is a property for visit of which
bodies resist defomation force applied on them. This
property helps them to regain its original state.
(C) Engineering :
(i) Ships
7 vy TeRfa dearer
Tedre i: fead fe dHl
forery 3 ey A
TOH a7 TSR A=t )
(—Yuktikalpataru-verse 88)
—Bhoja says that no iron should be used in joing the
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planks in the botton of ship. This exposes the ship to the
influence of Magnetic rocks in the sea and brings it within
the magnetic field, causing it to sink.
(d) Aeronautics :
HARRIeaH Hed form: geavaf |
TR ICTg TodTall oI HEHIghd word |l
TEAT TARERE CIursRe |
(Samarangansutradhara 50.51,
Vimanashastram, Yantradhikaranam)

—If the aircraft enters into the fifth layer, of the atmo-
sphere, due to strong eddies it may be damaged. The
contrivance called Roudri Darpana Yantram offeres the
required protection.

(e) Chemistry :

(i) Salts
AN Tg=A= AR e fae |
dterdet UHeh=d FfeeThreravi qeml |
(~Rasaratnasamuchayam-10.11)
—There are six types of salts—
Samudram — sea salts (NaCl + MgCl)
Saindhavam — Rock salts (NaCl + traces of Na S)
Bida — the salt mixture which produces aqua regia on
heating.
Sauvarca — KNO,
Romaka —NaCl 75% + Na,So, 18% + traces of
Na,CO, 5%
Cullika lavana —salt formed in the hearth by burning
wood (NH,CI)
(f) Mathematics (Geometry):
(i) Area of Triangle :
T FoRRR FHed HIS Jendgen:
(—Aryabhatta (476 A.D.))
—The area of a triangle is the product of V,of one
side and the perpendicular (from opposite vertex) to it.

1
(E x AB x CP)

(ii) Zero :
Sunya — Sanskrit

Si-fir — Arabic
Ziffire—Latin
Zero—English

GIEE FIFERE Solfie I20e] OUF &=l (ol (202 |
@— History of Indian Literature3 35! #5311 #lfe
(FIFI 09, 'Indians must have discovered stars since the
nomenclature of stars is perticularly Indian."

&Ics, Encyclopaedia Britannica 3 1%y 1< "The
science for which the Brahmins, however were most
remarkable, is that astronomy and in this, their progres
was so great as even to finish matter of admiration to the
moderns.

BRI Il B! Srae SRaea Al Colferferer 2 wney wifkeia
T SIS B ARETI (22, R s 7[i SIS
= SR e | OIcaiel FE6TR 2R €00 I SIS SIFIBIE
NI *I& TR TR oKD | S =[5 Biweats
AT SRR (oI 2T #Arei (feifes | Father of plastic
Surgery 3136 Sir Harold Gillies3 F/IZ R 55 #A13 |
g W2 e (ores a2 {2 *I57 B Ao @i
(ST (ST el Aoy Sl o=l 57y 1 e sfa1 i 2 father
of gravitational law {15 °(eT 6 SIRRIGRIG 2 i TioffzT 2
S Sl S S SIAeRS AL A91E (@esl e
forgeRl o1 e 2

SRR (FEi—We owe a lot to indians who taught
us how to count, without which no worth—while scientific
discovery could have been made."

LG ST ST I ST @I SIS 10 | «if3-
T AN ST Tl (T S G 2elfeT e Ao
iz | e e i @, W @, s[e v [fey agw@m
A S <1 R (0T Rl I20o! el ey bical
(AT R |

RS (¥ NI O NfEe (2 | 2 (@< T 21l
AL SRS PRI VR | 8 7Jorg e S i2el 31 Gl SR
T AN | GTE (+1=7 FIT| fRiplera 2ifoth! agrol 2l
FARA TF o Tifes s =i fia Roifeey s
AE—

"Wake up!! All power is withinin you......

(Science in Sanskrit) ®
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prose Gita of Bhattadeva composed in the six-
teenth century is unique of its kind ............. It
is priceless treasure. Assamese prose literature
developed to a stage of the far distant sixteenth
century which no other literature of the world
reached except the wrltmgs of Hooker and

BT @ (R AR (9T WW{L—{%%’% vﬁﬁ| (o€q
oIS I AF-ReTIANS TR HeTlel TS SN O Siefed
7 o117 wBmE—

“ (] Fio 2 — XTSI, -, -T2,
I TOeTa, ST A9, 02 3% 2P, FOF-IEAA, AT [,
BIF SOUS, *I&-5F4T, IMI-AT-F, IV, Fol-SEIES,

Latimer in England” (* sei-Tret eprs s aiamia
I A& (v (alrFTte Frfifee— “You may very
well be proud of the author of this book who
would handle prose in such a remarkable lucid
style more than a century before we had any
prose in Bengali.”” wiv Sisrem qi&ic « serés
fesi— “The people who could write Gita in such
prose in the sixteenth century was not a small
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Rajneeti mein faisla sahi ya galat Nahi hota
hain, uska mol to maksadh (aim) pura karne
ke liye hota hain, chahe jese bhi ho.

—Nana Patekar as Brij Gopal.
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Film : RAAJNEETI (2010)

Director : Prakash Jha

Producer : Prakash Jha and Siddharth Ray Kapoor

Music : Wayne Sharpe, Pritam, Shantanu Moitra,
Aadesh Shrivastava.

Writing credits :
Rajabali

Cast: Naseeruddin Shah (Bhaskar Sanyal) Arjun
Rampal (Prithviraj C. Pratap), Nana Patekar (Brij
Gopal) Ranbir Kapoor (Samar Pratap), Katrina
Kaif (Indu. R. Saksena) Ajay Devgan (Sooraj
Kumar), Manoj Bajpayee (Veerendra B. Pratap). ®

Prakash Jha and Anjum
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Be the change that you wish to see in the world. — Mahatma Gandhi
The World as we have created it is a process of our thinking. It
cannot be changed without changing our thinking. — Albert Einstein
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when facing them.

Let us not pray to be sheltered from dangers but to be fearless

Sometimes by losing a battle you find a new way to win the war.

-Rabindranath Tagore

-Donald Trump
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Work out your own salvation. Do not depend on others.

-Buddha
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National:

® Gold- 1st Women Nat. Boxing Championship, Chennai; 06-12/02/2001

® The East Open Boxing Champ, Bengal; 11-14/12/2001

® 2nd Sr World Women Boxing Championship, New Delhi; 26-30/12/2001
e National Women Sort Meet, New Delhi; 26-30/12/2001
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® 32nd National Games, Hyderabad, 2002

® 3rd Sr World Women Boxing Champ, Aizawl; 04-08/03/2003

® 4th St WWBC, Kokrajhar, Assam; 24-28/02/2004

® 5th Sr WWBC, Kerala; 26-30/12/2004

¢ 6th St WWBC, Jamshedpur; 26th November-3rd December, 2005
¢ 10th Sr WNBC, Jamshedpur lost QF by 1-4 on 5th October, 2009

Awards and recognitions:
® Padma Bhushan (Sports), 2013
® Arjuna Award (Boxing), 2003
® Padma Shree (Sports), 2006
® Contender for Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 2007
® People of the Year- Limca Book of Records, 2007
® CNN-IBN & Reliance Industries’ Real Heroes Award, 14th April, 2008
® Pepsi MTV Youth Icon, 2008
®‘Magnificent Mary’, AIBA, 2008
® Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, 2009
¢ [nternational Boxing Association’s Ambassdor for Women’s Boxing, 2009
® Sportswoman of the Year, 2010, Sahara Sports Award

For the bronze medal at the 2012 London Olympics

® Rs. 50lakh (US$83,000) cash award from the Rajasthan Government

® Rs. 50lakh (US$83,000) cash award and two acres of land from the Manipur Government
® Rs. 20lakh (US$33,000) cash award from the Assam Government

® Rs. 10lakh (US$17,000) cash award from the Arunachal Pradesh Government

® Rs. 10lakh (US$17,000) cash award from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (India)

® Rs. 40lakh (US$66,000) cash award from the North Eastern Council

Media:

Her autobiography “Unbreakable” was published by Harper Collins in late 2013. Following this a biographical film
named “Mary Kom” was released on Sth September, 2014 starring Priyanka Chopra in the lead role and directed
by Omung Kumar.

In 2015, Mary Kom became the first first amateur to surpass several professional atheletes in India in earnings,
endorsements and awards.
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Pragjyotish College: A Peep into
its Past
with an Eye to the Future

ragjyotish College has completed 61 years of

its glorious existence on 1° September 2015.

After turning Golden in 2004 it became Dia

mond in 2014. What an innings of half a cen-

tury and beyond it is playing! An innings filled with many
ups and downs, and trials and tribulations. It is a story
worth telling hundred times. For it is such a story which
shows that people of our society, some intimately involved
as an administrator, a teacher, a non-teaching staff or as
a student for more than a couple of decades or for a few
years, can also struggle and achieve what societies in
other parts of our country and the world had achieved.
In the heat of June 1954, a few young men came up
with this idea of establishing a college on the western
part of Guwahati (then Gauhati), a sleepy but growing
town on the bank of the river Brahmaputra. Till then there
were three colleges in the town, namely Cotton (1901),
Handique Girls’ (1939) and B. Barooah (1943). These
young men who turned up at the Kamrup Transshipment
Labour Union Office (the site of the defunct Fire Bri-
gade Office adjacent to the present Santipur bus-stop)
to discuss the establishment of a college with another
group of ‘young men’— young at heart but not in age,
who frequently meet at the Union Office. Among the vari-
ous topics discussed the need for a college gained prior-
ity. And why not? After independence, the western part

Atanu Kr. Chowdhury
Associate Professor & HoD
Department of Economics

of the town vibrant with new life with the recent estab-
lishment of the North-East Frontier Railway Head Quar-
ters at Maligaon, development of a dockyard at Pandu,
setting up of defense colonies at Garpandu, Jalukbari
and Azara. Besides the emergence of business estab-
lishments in Fancy Bazar and the settlement of fisher-
men families in the scattered wetlands of this portion were
also the contributing factors. The need for higher educa-
tion began to germinate in the minds of the new settlers.
And these young men who turned up at the Labour Union
Office in the last week of June 1954 felt that the existing
colleges had proved insufficient.

Late Debendra Nath Sarma, a leading social worker
who later become a people’s representative (MLA), Late
Dr. Nageswar Pandey, then Secretary of Labour Union,
Late Dhanpati Barman and Late Tarini Das who were at
the Union Office responded to the call of these young
men. In that informal chat they decided to call a formal
meeting. The first formal meeting convened by late Sarma
in the first week of July 1954 was presided by late
Kamakhya Ram Barooah. That meeting resolved that
for such an important matter a big public meeting needed
to be convened. On 10th August 1954 a meeting was
convened by late Debendra Nath Sarma and late Tirtha
Nath Sarma at the Labour Union Office. More people
of Santipur, Kamakhya, Bharalumukh, Machkhowa,
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Kumarpara and Fancy Bazar areas were invited. The
meeting was presided by Late Kedarmal Sharma Brah-
man, an advocate of the Gauhati High Court. The meet-
ing decided to start an evening college at Sonaram High
School with immediate effect with provisions to teach
Assamese, Bengali, Civics, Commercial Geography,
English, Hindi, History and Logic. The College Commit-
tee was formed with Kedarmal Sharma Brahmin as Presi-
dent and Pandit Tirtha Nath Sarma as Principal and
Debendra Nath Sarma as Secretary. It was D.N. Sarma,
who proposed that T.N.Sarma offer his honorary ser-
vice as Principal, as the latter was the librarian of the
Cotton College, and it was also the former’s proposal
among the several that the college be named
‘PRAGJYOTISH’ was accepted.

However, a section of the public felt that the 10th
August meeting was not sufficiently representative and
decided to call another meeting on 15th August 1954.
The largely attended meeting held under the presidentship
of Late Justice Holiram Deka at the Hall of Sonaram
High School adopted the following resolution:

“The meeting keenly feels the necessity of a Col-
lege in West Gauhati and appreciates the effort of
the College Committee formed in the meeting of
10.8.54 for drawing attention of the public to this
vital need of this part of Gauhati and resolves that
this College Committee be reconstituted as follows:
Justice Haliram Deka, M.A. B.L. President, Shri
Kedarmal Sharma, B.L. Vice President & Treasurer,
Shri Tirthanath Sharma, M.A. Secretary, Sri
Narendranath Sharma, M.A. Asstt. Secretary and the
following as members — Sri Dinanath Medhi, B.L.,
Sri Lakshmidhar Bora, B.L., Sri Debendranath
Sharma, B.A., Sri Asraf Ali, M.A., Sri Apurba Ram
Barooah, B.L., Sri B. Zamal, Sri Nalini Kumar
Chaudhury, B.L., Sri Pulakananda Das, B.L., Sri
Binanda Chandra Barman, M.A., Sri Jatindra Mohan
Bhattacharya, M.A., Sri Tarini Charan Das, Princi-
pal Rajabala Das, M.A., Dr. Bhubaneswar Barua,
M.B., Shri Aridaman Sing Kothari, Sri Sarbananda
Choudhury, Sri Radhika Ram Das, B.L. (MLA), Sri
Gopal Chandra Choudhury, B.A. B.T., Sri Kanaklal
Das, M.A., Sri Bishnu Kinkar Goswami, B.L., Sri
Keshavdeo Bowri.”

The Committee met the next day i.e. 16th August 1954
and by aresolution formally requested the authorities of
Sonaram High School to provide 5 classrooms and an
office room for the college. The school authorities readily
agreed.

As the news spread about the birth of a new college,
eager learners thronged the Labour Union Office for
enrolment forms. One hundred and ninety three were
admitted. 1st September 1954 was chosen for the inau-
gural classes of the Intermediate Arts (I.A.) section. On
that day as the sun blazed on the western sky Miss Ushashi
Sen Gupta called out the rolls for the English class. It
was 4.45 p.m. “Thus a new institution for higher edu-
cation at the western part of this growing city came
into existence with a promising future”, wrote the
founder Principal in the Tenth Anniversary celebration
college souvenir in 1964. The first batch of teachers who
joined on the inaugural day besides Honorary Principal
T.N. Sarma and Miss Sen Gupta were Jatindramohan
Bhattacharya (Hony. Lecturer in Bengali), Kalipada Sen
(Commercial Geography), Lakshmi Devi (History), Binay
Ghosh (Civics), Sarbananda Ray (Assamese) and Tarini
Kanta Barua (Logic). Besides Principal Sarma,
Bhattacharya and Sen, who were part-timers, the rest
were whole-timers. A few weeks later Anandeswar
Sarma of Cotton College also joined as a part-time lec-
turer in English, as English class had to be split up into
two sections for effective teaching.

The first hurdle that the college faced was the need
for its own land and building to acquire affiliation from
Gauhati University. Till then the university gave permis-
sion for the students to appear in examinations as private
candidates. The college committee looked around and
found a low-lying marshy land measuring 21 bighas at
Santipur. It was an abandoned brickfield taken on con-
tract by one Jagrup Singh Thikadar from landowner Ida
Khan, who migrated to Pakistan after independence and
as an evacuees’ property its ownership shifted to Gov-
ernment. One can imagine the condition of the land, which
discouraged and prevented any large-scale encroach-
ment in the heart of the growing town. The College Com-
mittee directed the Secretary-Principal Sarma to apply
to the Government of Assam for the said land. It is inter-
esting to note that Sri Brigu Ram Kalita, the first General
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Secretary of the College along with three other students
went to Shillong, the then capital of Assam, and person-
ally handed over the Committee’s urgent request for al-
lotment of the land. The then Chief Minister late Bishnu
Ram Medhi, after hosting them for a couple of days,
sent them to the then Revenue Minister late Motiram
Bora. The latter readily agreed to the proposal and settled
the land in favour of Pragjyotish. Thereafter at the inter-
vention of late Siddhi Nath Sarma, the then Minister
PWD and E & D, the old sluice gate (now demolished)
was constructed to save Santipur from annual inunda-
tion. This not only improved accessibility to the plot but
also encouraged the committee to take up construction
work in right earnest.

Except for a small strip the vast plot was under wa-
ter. This did not deter the College Committee; they de-
cided to go ahead with the initial construction work. Stu-
dents and staff assisted the hired labourers. “It was a
sight to see the students and the teachers carrying
sal posts on their shoulders or doing their jobs with
hired labourers” recalled Principal Sarma in his Tenth
Anniversary write-up. The day shift of Intermediate Arts
(I.A.) was started in 1957. So within a short span of
three years the first classes started in this abandoned
brickfield. ‘Fortune favours the brave’ goes the saying.
It proved right for Pragjyotish. The construction of the
permanent building could be taken up in the same year
as two philanthropic brothers— Gajenram Das and
Padmaram Das of Rehabari undertook the work know-
ing well the financial status of the College Committee.
With the half-completion of the building the [.A. (Evening)
classes were shifted to the new campus in 1958. In that
year itself both I.Sc. with 123 students and Degree (Arts)
classes were started.

The College Committee felt encouraged to apply for
affiliation up to the Intermediate level with permission to
start Degree classes. Gauhati University granted affilia-
tion for the L. A. classes in 1958 and for the Degree classes
in February 1960 with effect from the session 1958-59.
Meanwhile the Government of Assam incorporated the
college under the Deficit Grants-in-Aid system with ef-
fect from 1959. In 1960 the B.Sc. classes were started
with four subjects— Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics &
Geography. In fact in the same year I. Com. classes were

started. So a college, which was born on borrowed space
and could manage a marshy plot of land, was coura-
geous enough to accommodate three streams of learn-
ing—Arts, Science and Commerce within a short span of
six years.

In 1963, the college authority abolished the Com-
merce stream on the grounds that a separate Commerce
College had already been established in Guwahati. Itis
interesting to note that the idea of a separate Commerce
College sprouted in Pragjyotish College. A committee
by the name ‘Gauhati Commerce College Committee’
was constituted with Pandit Tirtha Nath Sarma and Late
Bhagaban Chandra Lahkar, a lecturer of the then De-
partment of Economics and Political Science of
Pragjyotish College and former Economic Adviser, Gov-
ernment of Assam as Secretary and Assistant Secretary.
The latter was appointed the founder Principal when
Guwahati Commerce College was formally established
in 1962. However, Pragjyotish continued to accommo-
date ‘Semi-Commerce’ at the Pre-University level and
consequently at the Higher Secondary level. It is perti-
nent to mention that Commerce as a full-fledged stream
was re-introduced at the Degree level as a self-sustain-
ing course after four decades from 2003 session. Pres-
ently the other self-sustaining courses are BBA, BCA
and TTM (Travel & Tourism Management). Fine Arts is
taught at the higher secondary level. The college was the
first institute in the entire North-Eastern Region to intro-
duce Master of Tourism Management (MTM) from the
2004-05 session. After initial grant from UGC it is being
self-sustained as a Post Graduate course under Gauhati
University. Besides MTM, it has PG course in Assamese
from 1990 onwards. Assamese Department has notable
publications.

Tirtha Nath Sarma Memorial Library is indeed a valu-
able asset of the college. Besides having 58,450 books
and 23 journals, the library is tied with Inflibnet provided
with Soul software and Nlist programme. It has intro-
duced OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) Sys-
tem for the benefit of the borrowers. Chemistry Depart-
ment is undertaking a DST (Department of Science &
Technology), Government of India project and a DBT
(Department of Bio-Technology) sponsored Bio-Tech
Hub has been set up at Zoology Department. Recently
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Economics, Assamese and Bengali Departments have
organized UGC sponsored national seminars. Pragjyotish
College Science Society in the nineties organized semi-
nars and published the seminar compilations in book form,
which have gained wide acceptance. The Golden and
Diamond Jubilee celebrations, the latter yet to be con-
cluded, were celebrated in a befitting manner. Large num-
bers of alumni thronged both the occasions.

National Cadet Corps (NCC) and Pragjyotish Col-
lege has become synonymous. The largest youth
organisation of the country opened a senior division Naval
Unit in the college two months after its birth, i.e. in No-
vember 1954. The Cotton College NCC Officer super-
vised the fledging 30 cadets unit, as the college had no
NCC officer of its own. The first regular parade of the
Naval NCC cadets in the college premises began to be
held from 1963. Today, despite immense hurdles and
neglect by the state authorities, it is one of the few col-
leges to have sustained till today with all the three wings
of NCC- Army, Naval, and Air, along with the Girls’
Battalion. The college has also earned a good name in
various sporting activities over the years, more particu-
larly in football and cricket. This goes to show that the
founder Principal who was an erudite scholar felt and
demonstrated that the development of the body is equally
important as of the mind. Prof Yash Pal, eminent educa-
tionist of international repute and former Chairman, UGC
on a visit to our college in late December, 2004, wrote in
the visitor’s book “It was an enjoyable visit to your
college. The interaction with the staff and students
was very satisfying. It was pleasant to find that some
thoughts and ideas created the resonance. There must
be something right in the way you educate young
people. I congratulate you and give you my best
wishes for next fifty years”.

The college has already had two NAAC (National
Assessment and Accreditation Council) visits in 2003 &
2010, and presently on the verge of its third visit. The
college is accredited with CGPA of 2.610n four-point
scale at B grade. Many infrastructure projects have been
undertaken, both at the initiative of UGC and from col-
lege fund. UGC funded Amal Prabha Das Girls’ hostel,
with a capacity of 60 seats, has been a great boon for
the girl students from various parts of Assam and the

North-East. A basketball court has been set-up with UGC
fund. A new canteen, a gym and a language lab would be
functional by the end of this year. Grants already sanc-
tioned under RUSA (Rashtriya Uchatar Siksha

Abhiyan) would give anew dimension to the college. It

would soon be having a few smart classrooms to facili-

tate better and effective teaching. The NAAC in its Draft

Report on its first visit presented on 23rd November

2003 stated in the Overall Assessment and Recommen-

dations section that “In spite of certain inadequacies

in its infrastructure and of only a limited application
of some of the modern interactive modes of teaching
learning, Pragjyotish College has the potential for
developing into a centre of quality education. The

Peer Team takes note of its vibrancy, motivation and

team spirit.” On completing so many years the

Pragjyotish family though overwhelmed by nostalgia

would like to keep our feet on firm ground as much needs

to be achieved in the days to come. The motto adopted
by Pragjyotish is Tejasvinadhitamshtu, which signifies

‘studies should always be encouraged, and that

should be effective and powerful.’ Assam, sadly is

passing through difficult days. The Pragjyotish fraternity

must gear up to face the challenges of the present time

and particularly the students must be well equipped to

respond positively to the urgent needs of the society.®
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... this stream introduced with a vision and
mission to take up challenges of changing times
in the global context. This, undoubtedly, opens
the door to the students of entire North-east
region to meet the intricacies of the global
commercial world with a new outlook....

A GLIMPSE
AT THE
PRAGJYOTISH
COLLEGE
COMMERCE
STREAM

Kabita Medhi

Assistant Professor
Department of Commerce

established its root firm in Guwahati way back

in 1954 under the stewardship of Pandit
Tirthanath Sarma, who later was entrusted with the
noble responsibility of being the founder principal of
this seat of learning. This institue of higher education,
ever since its inception, has been administered by many
a distinguished personality. At present Mrs. Pallabi
Sarmabh as an active principal is running the college
smoothly.

In 1961, the college authority very calculatively
introduced the commerce study with due permission
from the Gauhati University which was restricted to pre
- university (PU) level only. But the department had
to be discontinued and segregated from the main-
stream only to form a self-sustaining stream, especially,
to devote to commerec study only. Thus, the very
popular and reputed Guwahati Commerece College
came in to life with the intense and collective effort of
the authorities of Pragjyotish College. Hence, Pragjyotish
College grabs the credit of beings the founder and
promulgator of this renowned institute—in short, the
cradle of Guwahati Commerce College.

In 1971, the opportunity to revive the commerce
stream up to the pre-university level emerged again and
the course was brought under deficit grants-in-aid
system by the government of Assam. Since then, the
assiduous efforts undertaken by the pioneers of the
commerce study in the college is not imperceptible one,

The temple of knowledge, Pragjyotish College
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consequently, it took a progressive mode which resulted
in the introduction of B.com course as early as in 1999.
But this start was only to cater a failure initially unless
the committed determination of the then principal and
head of the department Dr Dayananda Pathak and Mr
Bhadreshwar Mali respectively took the initiative to
finally set up the programme as a self-sustaining one
during the session 2003-04 till today the rapid growth
of it is in spirit. The outcome of their progressive spirit
is such that the classes started immediately w.e.f. 04.
08.2003. There is no looking back of the vigour then
onwards.

After Dr Dayananda Pathak's enormous
contribution to animate this stream, it was Mrs
Jayashree Devi, principal-in charge from 01.08.2010
to 28.02.2014, who actually tried to lead the
commerce stream towards all round development,
especially, developing the infrastructure along with
the educational environment. Mr Haladhar Talukdar,
the principal-in charge took the influential initiative to
move the department file for concurrence to the
directorate of higher education, government of Assam.
At present, Mrs Pallabi Sarmah, principal-in charge
is vigorously pursuing to achieve the goal with a fresh
zest. Along with the principal, the acting head of the
department, Mr Mukunda Kalita has shouldered the
responsibility of the commerce stream who very
methodically and meticulously is working for the uplift
of this stream. Every year one can witness the rapid
growth of the number of students getting admitted to
this stream. The present scenario is remarkably
inspiring as not less than eleven hundred students are
pursuing their studies in the college entirely with their
vigour and dedication. The stream now an effort to
offer major in four departments—Management,
Finance, Accountancy, and E-Commerce. These are
accomanied by other general subjects like English,
Economics, Mathematics, Assamese, Bengali and
Hindi. As an integral part of this stream we feel
immense pleasure to successfully cope with a good
number of serious and talented students who are
pursuing their education with great prospects.

Twenty-two dedicated and experienced teachers

have created a conducive environment for teaching
and learning with their intellectual credibility. The
tradition still continues ... this stream introduced with
a vision and mission to take up challenges of changing
times in the global context. This, undoubtedly, opens
the door to the students of entire North-east region
to meet the intricacies of the global commercial world
with a new outlook. The teachers try their best to
enhance the knowledge of the learners to help develop
their skills for the present competitive market as well
as the tech-savvy social set-up. The teaching-learning
environment in the stream is unparallely rewarding,
endowed with loads of support facilities provided by
the faculties in particular and the institute in general.
We have a well maintained library accessible to
students for academic and research purposes. The
systematically controlled computer laboratory enables
the students to acquire and develop software skills
to get acquainted with the technically advanced
commercial world with knowledge of information
technology in business, so that, they can meet the
challenges of the present times.

There is no dearth of intellectual and personal skill
development programme in the institute. The institute
organizes speech competition, seminar and faculty as
well as student's development programmes in every
academic session. These all, undoubtedly widen the
individual, academic and cultural outlook of every
students and make each of them socially responsible.
Exciting cultural and sporting events boost both the
students and the teachers to actively participate and
create an environment worthy to be enjoyed thoroughly.
Thus they get plenty of prospects to showcase their
skills and creative and artistic talents, especially, the
knowledge of soft skills which lead them towards the
achievement of the personal and professional goals.

Last but not the least, the commerce stream is a
hub of learning in the heart of a temple of knowledge,
Pragjyotish College, where education, culture and
commerce study are cultivated by its members in
order to reap the seeds of creative and skilled
manpower for future. @
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Status of

Social Systan of Axiat ITrtha

ociety is an institution formed by the

combination of nature and the mind of man.

Man expresses his nature by creating and

recreating an organisation which guides and
controls his behaviour. This organisation is known as a
society. Itis the fabric of social relationship, and it shows
changes. "Society", in the word of Maciver and page,
"liberates and limits the activities of men, sets up standards
for them to follow and maintain. Whatever the
imperfection and tyrannies it has exhibited in human
history, itis a necessary condition of every fulfilment of
life. Society is a system of usuaqges and procedures of
anything and matual aid, of many groupings and divisions
of controls of human behaviour and of liberties."

In this changing system every man and women has to
play his or her own distinctive roles. Human beings are
social animals and that is why they are ever anxious to
maintain their existence in the society. A man however,
dependent himself, can never ignore his society. Through
the change of time, social life and social thoughts also
change. people have to adjust themselves and go ahead
along with the society depending upon its strangeness

Dr. Pranati Sharma Goswami
Retd. Associate Professor
Department of Assamese

and the changing steps. Society has a great influnce in
developing the mind of men or in shaping their personality.
In the childhood days a man's personality mainly depends
on his own family atmosphere an as soon as he grows
older, and the family atmosphere expands to a greater
social environment, and the man also enters it. The stream
of development of mankind has no limitation in this vast
world. Human beings want to communicate with each
and every one - and that is their time - honoured custom.

Society is a collection of individual human beings. The
relationship between the society and the individual is
matual. The individual has to accept his social existence
and is lible to its mainfold influences just as he is also
capable of influencing the society by the actions and
thoughts. One cannot ignore the influence of society and
social work in shaping individual nature. Society also
exerts influence on the personality of human beings. In
the words of Maciver and page "Man is dependent on
society for protection, comfort, nurture education,
equipment, oppertunity and the multitude of difinte
services whish are provided by the society. He dependent
on society for the content of his thoughts, his dreams, his
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aspirations, even many of his maladies of mind and body.
His birth in society brings with it the absolute needs of
society itself"

It is already mentioned that society is always
changable. So, along with the change of time and change
of society human beings have no other alternative but to
accept its changing modes and outlook. These two entities
the social and the individual are complementry to each
other. Without society and without the support of social
heritage, the individual personality doesnot and cannot
come into being. In the two different forms of societies,
viz : patriarchal and matriarchal society., the status of
human beings varies according to their sex. In the former
case it is the male member who dominates the social
scene, in the latter, it is the female member. Moreover, it
is clearly observed that in the process of evolution from
one age to another the relative status of men and women
and their system of values in the society have also changed.

However, it is interestin to note that, wetheritisin a
male-dominated patriarchal society or a female
dominated matriarchal society, women have always
occupied a unique position.

Society change with the passage of time, and with
continuous changes in the society, the position of man
and woman also under goes changes. In the male-
dominated society on the one hand woman had been
idealised and looked upon with reverence and respect;
on the pther hand they had been subjected to exploitation
and ignominy. They were very much dependent upon
men for their security and life. But still, in the midst of
such an unfavourable condition, some of the women could
achieve exceptional recognition only because of their
creative faculty and sacrifices. Gradually, now the over-
all status of women in society is improving through greater
enlightenment and social consciounes. On the basis of
the social, political and economic conditions of women,
we can now assess the real situation in a country at a
given time.

The old literary compositions are the only dependable
sources to know that the status of women in ancient India
was like. The time gap from one such composition to
another, after correspnding to the passage from one age
to another is too long. However, one can have glimpses
of the overall status of women folk by studying the ancient

poetic literature which reflects the previling social custom
and norms. Itis very difficult to know the full story of
social status of women in details during the time of the
Vedas. But on the basis of the present available sources,
we have come to know that in the age of the Vedas,
women enjoyed a high status in Indian society. The birth
of a daughter was as welcome as the birth of a son. Of
course, everywhere a son was valued more than a
daughter. The son was considered to be a permanent
econimic asset of the family. But the daughter also
received education like the sons and they went through
the Brahmacharya discipline.

The ceremony of Upanayana (investing with the holy
thred) was performed in respect of both boys and girls.
After this sacred ceremony the boys were sent to their
Guru (teacher)'s place for studies and the girls did the
same in theirfather's place itself. Women studied the vedic
literature like men and some of them like Lopamudra,
Ghosa figure among the authors of the Vedic hymns. They
had equal rights like their menfolk in every respect. In
course of time, girls lost this previlege for studies and the
priestly class had the exclusive right to reciting mantras
(Incantation). In an agricultural society the main work of
the girls was milking the cow and that is why they were
named duhita............ originating from the word Go—
dohan. Their position in religious ceremonies like Yajna-
---- was indispensable in the society. They had also the
right to perform the Vedic rituals by themselves. Vedic
sacrifices were performed jointly by the husband and
the wife and the singing of the Vedic hymns during the
sacrificial session was long considered as the most
appropriate function of the wife. It is found in the great
epic, Ramayana, that in the absence of Sita, Rama
performed the Yajna by substituting her with a golden
effigy of Sita, Besides, being well-trined and grown up
at the time of marriage women were naturally regarded
as equals to their husbands, the term dampatti would
suggest that the husband and the wife were regarded as
joint heads of the house hold. Through women became
the mistress of the house after the marriage ceremony,
she had to depend very much upon the will of her
husband. In the patriarchal society, the bulk of the family
property was under the control and managment of the
husband except the gifts and property received by the
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bride at the time of marriage. An exception however,
was made in favour of the brotherless daughter who was
allowed to inherit the patrimony. It seems that there were
no traces of the seclusion of women in vedic society.
They could move freely even in the company of their
husbands or lovers. The brother-in-law could marry the
sister-in-law if the elder brother dies. There is no mention
of early marriage in the Vedas. The new house wife was
responsible for the entire range of household duties and
she had to look after her in-laws. The same responsibility
is still continuing till the present time. There is evidence
to show that women followed a number of professions
like those of the dyers, embroiders and basdet-makers
which also would indicate the absence of purdah.

The teaching professions followed by women till Sutra
period and the part taken by scholars like Gargi & and
Maitreyi (Apala, Surjya, Romasha, Visvawara) in mixed
public debates would also speak for the non-existence
of the segregation of women. According to Katyayani
Srota Sutra there was no difference between men and
women. [t was supposed that women were weak and
so they neededprotection of the male. There are some
reasons regarding the universality of women's weakness.
These are :

1. Men's greater physical strength— than women

2. Men's greater assertivensess — than women

3. The restriction of mobility and activity which women
must maintain during child-bearing and rearing period.

4. Children's social practices which create two types of
personalities and

5. Women's compliance.

These are the universal reasons consideredfor the
weakness of womenfolk. But the society tended to
idealise women's role in the household. They were
eulogised as the symbols of beauty and goddess of the
house., Grhasri and Grhalakshmi. According to the
prevailing social attitude, families, which did not show
any respect to women were destroyed in no time and
those families which sufficient respect to womenfolk
earned God's favour and the health and happiness and
properties of that family increased. Towards the later part
of the Sutra Period women's participation in public
meetings and debates, however, became less and less
common. In course of time, the right of Upanayana and

the right to studding the Vedas or Sacred literature
generally denied to women. They did not enjoy the same
freedom as was enjoyed by them during the age of Rig-
Veda. The condition of women during the period of Smirtis
was one of dependence.

Though the bond of wedlock was very much strict,
only the womenfolk were made responsible to keep the
purity of the conjugal life, thus allowing a lenient attitude
towards male laxity in the extra-marital affairs.

In the Vedic age womenfolk had entry to the world of
knowledge. A class of learned women called
Brahmabadini spent their life by studying omly and they
joined the debate with the menfolk. Over and above that,
their ability was shown and proved in the war also.
Another fact, indicative of women enjoying the highest
position, was that almost all the divine ideals were vested
in the images of goddesses. Ancient Hindu society
accepted women as the source of strength and that is
why from the ancient time the custom of Kumari Puja
(worship of the virgin girl) is still continuing in some places.
Thus Saraswati was the symbol of learning, Lakshmi
of prosperity, Mahamaya of strength Rati and Ganga
were the symbols of beauty and purity respectively. They
would conceive of the image of God as the Mother of
the world. Even now the predominance of the goddesses
is a marked feature of Hindu mythology and in several
interior places of India there are many temples of
goddesses. Though the society idealised women so much
to establish the images of goddesses in the temples, in
real life the status of womenfolk in the society became
lower day by day.

By studying the ancient Hindu Kavyas like Samhita,
Brahmana, Sutra, etc. We can draw a conclusion that
women did not enjoy the same freedom a was enjoyed
by them during the age of the Rig-Veda. But ill the time
of the great epics and Smrti their position in the society
was quite satisfactory. In later period with the pratice of
child marriage, the number of widows also increased. A
set of strict rules came into existence for the widoes and
the women were treated as subservient to menfolk.
Though in the age of the Buddha, the position of Indian
women was not so high, they had the oppertunity tooenter
in to the religious shrines. Many among the women could
became members of the sect of Buddhist mendicants.
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The medieval age proved to be the dark age for
women. With the devent of the Muslim administrator and
the introducation of the Purdah system women became
confined within the four walls of the house. Because of
the aggressive and narrow attitude, adopted, by the
Muslim administrators, the Hindus sought to safegurad
their women by keeping them indoors. The womenfolk
started taking their veil on their head and to cover their
fave just to keep them away from the greedy look of the
administrators. In the less Muslim influential community,
the women did not have the system to cover the face.
But in that age, even the women themselves were not
conscious of their rights, and they, without raising any
protest, accepted their secluded existence and secondary
role by bowing down to the wishes of their male masters.

Just after the end of the Muslim rule and the advent
of the British Raj, the condition of women in the Indian
society began to deteriorate further. As a result of the
two hundred year old slavery under British regime,
the status of women in the society was much lowered.
The British administrator were not interested in the
economic, social and cultural development of the
country and their colonial policy crippled the Indian
society and had an adverse effect on the status of
women. Even the influnce of western civilisation and
western education only made the newly educated
persons servile in their mentality and blindly initative
of western modes and manners. Such an attitude lead
to the erosion of Indian traditional values and moral
ideals, adding to the miseries of women as whole. They
were deprived of educational and personal freedom
and became almost a part of the material possessions
of men. Moreover, They became the victims of some
old and bad customs. Among these evil customs were
child marriage, voluntary sacrific of life at the funeral
pyre of ones deceased husband, living the deprived
life of a window, etc. their social status become o low
that they came to be wanted as one of the most
heinous things like gambling and wine, playing with
the religious sentiments of the people, the prist and
created such rules by which the earlier social norm
were ruined and some new obnoxious customs were
establisment in the society. These customs which had
their origin in the medievil period became well
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entrenched during the early part of British rule.

But with the change of time in the nineteeth century,
thesocial life of the whole of india began to acquire
new values and with the further change in the middle
of the twentieth century society the status of women
had also undergone changes. As a result of expansion
of education, the womenfolk started playing a
distigueshed role in the society. The position of women
began to attract the broadminded and more prudent
thinker And once it came, things began to move faster
. political, religious and social reforms came crowding
one after another; a sudden and drustic change
overlook the society and men and women changed
beyond recognition. These changes, however, took
place after the second world war and more particulary
after the attainment independence. The womenfolk of
india began to came forward in the social and political
fields by their own efforts. The present century has
been the harbinger of the womens liberation. The whole
country is hummed activitis aimed at betterment of the
plight of women. Along with the extension of women
education the feeling of negligence and dependence
has one away and a sense of self conceit and
independence have come in to their mind.they remain
not as the enjoyeble element of men but their
collaborator.

An overall analysis of the status of human, however,
would suffice to show that inspite of many change the
education, domestic,social, political legal and economic
reghts, the womenfolk of the remain fundumentelly
unchanged, As houewife as both combined, they have
alaways kept burning the torch of their inner inherent
sweatness, softness and the sprit of service. Women
are the source of love and inspration, creation and
strength of the society.

In the words of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan "India in every
grneration has produced millions of women who never
found fame, but whose daily existence has helped to
civilize the race and whose warmth of heart, self
sacrificing zeal, unassuming loyalty and strength in
suffering when subjected to trails of extreme severity,
are among the glories of this ancient race." The rise
and fall in the standard of a society, is therefore directly
related with the rise and fall of the status of women. ®
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Alexander Graham Bell

"Mr Watson, come here—I want to see you'"—these are
the first words ever spoken over the wonderful little
apparates called the "Telephone'. That memorable day
was March 10, 1876. Telephone is one of the most useful
electrical devices to mankind. Absence of this little splendid
thing is simply unthinkable in the modern age.

The credit for the invention at this immensely popular
and helpful instrument goes to Alexander Graham Bell.
One fine day, the idea at sending messages by means of
electric waves had occurred to Bell and he started
experimenting with his ideas. In Boston, he happend to
meet great American Scientist professor Werry who
encouraged him to carry on his experiments. He also
financed him and provided one assistant, named Mr.
Thomas Waston. Bell took the house of his Friend
Thomas Sandars on rent and made the basement as his
workshop. On June 2, 1875. Bell heard for the first time
sound over the wire. He became hopeful. Mr. Waston
was thrilled to hear his voice through the receiver. This
miracle happened on March 10, 1876. Bell patented his
instrument. On the same day. i.c. February 14, 1876,
another person named Elisha Gray also claimed for a
patent for similar kind of instrument he invented. Bell had
to fight for the rights in his patent. Thus Alexander Graham
Bell came to be known as the inventor of the telephone.

Sounds of Bell's telephone were very faint and could
not be sent to long distances. Scientists worked hard for
the improvement in the clarity at speech and the speed
of operation. Thomas Alva Edison devoted a good deal
of time to the perfection of the telephone. He developed
a carbon transmitter called a microphone that improved
the function of the telephone . This carbon transmitter
controls the current and helps to transmit the sounds.
Edison also added the induction coil to the telephone. The
introduction of induction coil (a coil for spenerating
intermittent high voltage from a direct current) sovled the

Chetana Barman
Class X1, Arts Stream

problem of telephoning over long distances. Step by step,
although it was developed and given its up to date form,
the credit still goes to Graham Bell for the invention of
the telephone.

In May 1876, this new instrument was demonstrated
at Boston. Later in the same year, it was exhibited at the
Philadelphia exhibition. Bell was upset because the visitors
as well as the judges did not show any interest in this little
device. But suddenly it drew the attention of all present
there when an eminent visitor named PEDRO, the
EMPEROR OF BRAZIL showed his intrest in it. Delighted
at the interest shown by the Emperor, Mr Bell requested
him to put the receiver to his car and Bell himself took
the other end of the wire and spoke into the transmitter.
On hearing the voice, the thrilled Pedro could only
exclaimad-"Tt talks'! and the receiver slipped from his
hand. In 1877 Bell started his own company named "Bell
telephone company." In 1887 he received an award for
his invention.

This famous person was born in Edinburgh in Scotland
on March 3, 1847. He took the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy at Wuszburg. His father was a teacher of
education. Bell also did humanitarian service working as
ateacher of deaf pupil. His mother was a deaf person. He,
therefore, wanted to find some means so that a deaf could
hear and speak. He worked in Boston University as the
professor of vocal physiology. He invented audiometer and
the photophone—a way of sending speech by light rays at
Washington D.C., Bell founded the "Volta Laboratory"
Where the first successful phonograph record was produced.
He also performed many aviation experiments.

He spent his old age at "Nova scottia" in Canada. Many
of his hopes and designs are at display in the "Bell
Museum" in Baddeck, Nova Scotia. He had a summer
house near Halifox. His wish was fulfilled as he was buried
there after his death in 1922 at the age of 75. ®
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NITIAAYOG
A New Vibrant Plan Panel

ndia has undergone a paradign shift over the

past six decades—politically, economically,

socially, technologically as well as

demographically. Keeping with these
changing times, the government of India has
decided to set up 'National Institution for
transforming India' (NITI) Aayog, in place of the
erstwhile Planning Commission, formed on 15"
March, 1950, as a means to better serve the needs
and aspirations of the people of India.
Background:

NITI Aayog has been created in accordance to
the hanouncement made by the Prime Minister
Naredra Modi on 15" August, 2014. To revamp
the Planning Commission, the Prime Minister
met with Chief Ministers of all the states and
Governors of union territories on 7" December,
2014 and finally it is formed on 1" January, 2015.
The main difference between the NITI Aayog
and Planning Commission :

Under the Planning Commission Centre-to-
State One-Way flow of policy existed, whereas,
the NITI Aayog has planned a genuine and
continuing partnership of states. Now state
governments can also play an active role in
achieving national objectives, as they have been
empowered to provide with strategic and technical
advice across the spectrum of policy making.
The Various Present members of NITI Aayog

(i) Chairperson : Prine Minister Narendra Modi.

Enamul Hasan
T.D.C. 6™ Semester
Economics (Major)

(ii) CEO : Sindhushree Khullar.

(iii) Vice-Chair Person : Arvind Panagariya.

(iv) Full-time Member : Bibek Debroy and
V.K. Saraswat.

(v) Governing Council : All chief Ministers and
Governors of Union Territories.

The NITI Aayog will work towards the

following objectives :

(1) To develop mechanisms to formulate credible
plans at the village levels.

(1) To ensure that the interests of national security
are incorporated in economic strategy and policy.

(111) To pay special attention to the sections of our
society that may be at risk of not benefitting
adequately from economic progress.

(iv) To design and monitor the progress of strategic
and long term policy initiatives.

(v) To encourage partnerships between key
stakeholders and like-minded Think-tank.

(vi) To create a knowledge, innovation and
entrepreneurial support system.

(vi1) To offer a platform for resolution of inter-
sectoral departmental issues in order to
accelerate the implementation of the
development agenda.

The NITI Aayog with the slogan, "Sab ka Saath,
Sab Ka Vikas" is a new experiment and would
depend on the states to give it a proper shape
through meaningful deliberation.

I began to think that I could and ought to do
more than others—William Stanely Jevons. @
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MAKE IN
INDIA:
Major Initiatives and
Some Success Stories

Dr. Bidyut Bikash Baishya

Assistant Professor
Department of Economics

ne of the flagship programmes of the
O NDA government led by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, the 'Make in India’
initiative was launched on September 25, 2014.
The Department of Industrial Promotion and
Policy (DIPP) is the nodal agency executing
'Make in India’. It is basically meant to encourage
multinationals as well as domestics companies
to manufacture their products in India with an
emphasis to attract capital and technological
investment in the country. Besides, the unique
advantage of demographic dividend of India can
provide a comparative advantage and
competitiveness to the economy through skill
development and executing 'Make in India' a
reality. Twenty five different sectors of the
economy have been identified for the Make in
India initiatives. These sectors are Automobiles,
Automobile components, Aviation,
Biotechnology, Chemicals, Construction,
Defence manufacturing, Electrical machinery,
Electronic systems, Food processing, IT and
Business Process Management, Leather, Media
and Entertainment, Pharmaceuticals, Tourism and
Hospitality, Space etc. are some to name. 'Make
in India' aims to increase the share of
manufacturing in the country's GDP from 16%
to 25% by 2022 to create 100 million additional
jobs and to make the country a manufacturing hub.
Some of the visions of 'Make in India' are,
Increase Manufacturing, Fostering innovation,
protecting intellectual property and enhacing
skill development, Zero Deficit Zero Effect,
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Building Physical Infrastructure, Transforming
the nation from a net importer to net exporter of
goods etc.

Some major initiatives of 'Make in India':
The major objective behind the initiative is the

focus on job creation and skill enhancement

aiming at high quality standards and minimizing
the impact on the environment. Some of the
initiatives are:

1. The Ministry of Railways signed formal
agreements with Alstom and GE Transport
worth 400 billion to set up locomotive
manufacturing factories in Madhepura and
Marhaura in Bihar.

2. Micromax 1is going to set up three
manufacturing units in Rajasthan, Telengana
and Andhra Pradesh at a cost of Rs 300 Crore.

3. Japan announced to set up a 12 billion dollar
fund called 'Japan-India Special Finance
Facility'.

4. Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi will set up
a manufacturing plant in the country.

5. Cellphone manufacturer Vivo Mobile India
begins manufacturing smartphones at a plant
in Greater Noida. The plant employed 2200
people.

6. Ford is to open Rs 6000 crore factory in India.
Sony and Samsung will also start
manufacturing their articles in India.

7. Contract manufacturing giant Foxconn, the
manufacturing of Apple Iphones is to set up
10-12 facilities in India and spend 5 billion
dollar on factories and research and
development in India.

8. Hyundai heavy industries of South Korea will
work with Hindustan Shipyard Ltd., Vizag to
build workshop in India.

9. Essel Group has formed a joint venture with
JA solar, a Chinese agency to manufacture
solar cells in the country.

10. In a major fillup to 'Make in India’ in defense
purchases the government has recently

approved major changes to the defense

procurement procedures.

Success Stories under the 'Make in India'
Initiatives:

AKASH: The first indigenously built supersonic
surface to air missile capable of targeting
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), enemy
helicopters and aircrafts from a range of 25
kilometres is one of the five core missile
systems is a great success of story of the 'Make
in India'.

INS VIKRANT: The indigenously built aircraft
carrier INS Vikrant has 90% of body work, about
50% of the propulsion system and 30% of the
weaponry designed and made in India. Another
one of the indigenously designed Kolkata class
stealth guided missile destroyer INS Kochi was
commissioned by Defence Ministry in
December 2015.

ROTAVAC: The first indigenously developed and
manufactured Rotavirus vaccine Rotavae has
boosted our efforts to combat infant mortality
due to diarrhoea. It is the third such vaccine
available globally against Rotavirus. Rotavac has
been developed under a joint collaboration
between India and United States.

The 'Make in India’ initiative beyond any doubt
has all the potential to create jobs and to
transform the country into a global manufacturing
hub. When employment increases the purchasing
power of the common man increases, the
purchasing power of the common man increases
that in turn reduces poverty. But with all this to
happen, we have to reduce considerably all the
uncertainities, may it be in power generations,
infrastructures, law and order situations etc. To
put in the words of Minister of Commerce and
Industries Nirmala Sitharaman: 'Make in India
is not a slogan but a mission to be
accomplished by a single minded commitment
about new processes.' ®
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FESTIVAL AND ITS DIFFERENT
CATEGORIES:
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
THE DAUL UTSAVA AT
BARPETA, ASSAM

numerous festivals were
observed by the primitive
societies, as purely seasonal
thanksgiving. Some festivals were
connected with the rivers which
helped the prosperity of the
societies by providing fish, water,
transportation facilities and
favourably influencing the climatic
and soil conditions of the place.
People had festivals associated
with the arrival of fishes in the
river, the rising of the waters and
the digging of canals

Leena Medhi
T.D.C. 4th Semester
English (Major)

festival is basically a social institution, no matter
A:vhat its nature or when or where in the world it is
elebrated. At first, it is an attempt to investigate,
the term festival in a proper manner, right from the primitive
age to the modern times, with all its aspects, beginning
from the meanings and characteristics. Firstly, it is important
to look at a festival from the point of view of how itis a
social institution and what are its utilities to the society.
Secondly, it is necessay to discuss the general nature of its
growth and origin very carefully and scientifically, because
this helps immensely to study a particular festival of a
particular society very neatly. Here in this article, an attempt
has been made with a view to investigating in the proper
line, the real truth of the Holi festival.

It appears that festivals were originally instituted with
the primary motive of welding the primitive people into
one unit, and hence most of the festivals were observed
on a collective basis and these were taken as occasions
for pleasure and diversion of the society. At present times,
festivals have become inescapable celebrations and are
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considered as a part of the social system. They have
become a part of the fabric of the society, though their
economic consequences are at times very disturbing. The
main purpose of festivals seems to be recreational and
people forget their hardships and difficulties during the time
of the celebrations.

Festivals have a unifying influence on social and national
life. A festival, no matter what class of people it belongs
to, has a particular human appeal. Sometimes, it is seen
that people participate in certain festivals, irrespective of
their castes and creeds, ignoring the religious procedures,
only because of this particular human appeal. The collective
festival is a powerful means to influence the psychology of
the crowds and is a manifestation of collective emotions.
From one point of view, a festival is considered as one of
the best unifers of society and nation. It can tie together
the solidarity and strength of a society and a nation. As a
social institution, a festival is surely one of the most potent
agencies of progress of a society and nation.

Anidea of the general narture of origin of a particular
festival has been formed to a great extent, out of the
collective group consciousness of primitive men, with the
primary motive of welding them into one unit. Thus, most
festivals have a distinctly non-religious origin, representing
scenes and incidents, from the life of the most primitive
people.

The first dancing performance with their games, by the
earliest victorious hunters of the hunting age was the first
festival enjoyed by them jointly, to communicate their victory
over the animal world. Such incidents, from the lives of
primitive men are seen on the cave-walls of different places
of the world. From the detailed descriptions available in
this article, one can easily find out, the real truth of the
origin of festivals in a very methodical manner.

Later on, festivals assumed many colours and
accumulated many aspects at different stages of civilization
of man, with the progress of time.

In ancient days, most of the civilizations were
agricultural in their basic character. The festivals were also
mostly associated with various agricultural pursuits. The
ancient people believed that certain divine powers were
connected with different aspects of human life and likewise
they had festivals in honour of these gods and goddesses
who were supposed to control different operations of

(

( )

altoreyifeod
ploughing, sowing, planting, harvesting, etc.

Hence, numerous festivals were observed by the
primitive societies, as purely seasonal thanksgiving. Some
festivals were connected with the rivers which helped the
prosperity of the societies by providing fish, water,
transportation facilities and favourably influencing the
climatic and soil conditions of the place. People had festivals
associated with the arrival of fishes in the river, the rising of
the waters and the digging of canals. Sometimes, they
observed festivals to mark disastrous floods which helped
the fertility of the river banks and made them suitable for
cultivation.

The term festival comes from the Latin words, Festivalis,
Festum and Festivus. Festivalis is a Medieval Latin word,
but the other two Festum and Festivus are from Classical
latin language. The words festival, festivalis and festum are
used both as adjective and as noun. When the word festival
is used as adjective, it means lively, joyous, and merry.
Sometimes, it also pertains to a feast, and becomes Festal.
Butwhenitis used as noun, it indicates a joyful celebration,
a merry-making, a commemoration day, a period
appointed for celebration, a festival of the religious
institution, a periodic gathering for important musical
performances, etc. The word Festive is an adjective and
its equivalent Classical Latin words are Festum and
Festivus. Festivus means gay, lively, agreeable and pleasant
and Festum denotes holiday, festival, feast and banquet.

The Sanskrit term for festival is Utsava and a great
festival is known as Mahotsava. The word Utsava means
ajubilee, a day of merriment.

Generally, the term Festival may include many things,
such as the oldest traditional celebrations, the days specially
fixed for the local or national rejoicing and in modern times,
art or industrial exhibitions. Some festivals are observed
annually in commemoration of some historical incidents.
These festivals have come into existence without the
sponsorship of state or religion.

Now we discuss about the Holi festival or The Daul
Utsava at Barpeta in Assam: The Holi festival at Barpeta
in Assam is known as 'Daul'. The Daul or Daul-Utsava of
Barpeta, is one of the cheif festivals of the Vaishnava
devotees in Assam. Every year thousands of people
participate in this festival. The first day of the Daul Utsava
is known as 'Gandha'. On that day, people collect Khagari
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and Ikaras (two kinds of reeds) from the woods and erect
a Meji (a well-arranged stack of reeds). Daul-Govinda
(the image of the Lord Govinda which is another name for
Krishna) and Salagram (a kind of ammonite Govinda
worshipped as an emblem of Vishnu) are carried outside
the Kirtan-ghar by the eastern door of Bhaj ghar. Gayan
(singers of religious songs) and Bayan (drummers) with
the beatings of Khol (drum) and Tal (cymbal), place Daul-
Govinda and Salagram on a Bor Sorai (a big platter or
tray, mounted on a leg) at the courtyard of Kirtan Ghar.
Kalia Thakur (the image of black God, i.e., Krishna) is
also brought to the same courtyard by the main door of
the Kirtan Ghar, and placed on the Bor Sorai with Daul-
Govinda.

After a few minutes, Kalia Thakur is brought to the
spot of the Meji bonfire to warm Him with the heat of the
fire. Gayan and Bayan, accompanied by a large number
of people, carry Kalia Thakur to the spot of the fire and
sing religious songs in praise of Lord Krishna or Kalia
Thakur with their hearts' delight. Kalia Thakur is
circumambulated around the Meji bonfire for seven times.
This performance of circumambulation is called 'Gosai Meji
Puwa' (the warming of God's body with the Meji bonfire).
After this, performance, the sacred idol is carried to the
'Daul-Ghar' or 'Fakuwa-Daul' (a seven-storied temple-
like house painted white in colour) and the image is
circumambulated for seven times around each story (thak)
of the Fakuwa-daul. Then the image of the God is placed
at the Fakuwa-Daul in the afternoon. People sing religious
songs and Kirtan and Byah Kirtan. At night, the Vaishnava
devotees sing religious songs like Lila Mala, Bhatima, Guna
Mala, etc. are recited is placed on the Daul for four days
and people sing 'Ghosa' and 'Kirtan' in front of the Daul
during these days.

The first day of daul is observed on the day following
the 'Gandha'. Early in the morning, areligious song is sung
by the people, then one earthen lamp is lit and eight Sarais
(the platters or trays mounted on legs) are placed. People
sing religious songs like 'Oreshar Ghosa' and 'Borgeet' in
‘Sindhuraraga'. When the Borgeet is finished, they sing
one more 'pada’ (verse) of 'Oreshar Ghosa' and address
God in prayers with a religious exclamation 'Jai Diaya'.
On the second day of Daul, at the time of Prasanga, (daily
prayer offerings to Vishnu) a religious couplet (yugal) is

sung and 'Oreshar Ghosa', sung on the first day of Daul is
continued. In the day time, the religious dances like 'Oja
Pali', 'Gayan-Bayan Nritya' and 'Dhulia-Nritya' are
performed. 'Dhulia-Nritya' is an attractive dancing
performance and a large number of people get together to
enjoy the occasion in the night 'Yatra-Gan'is performed
by the residents of the 'Hati' (a row of houses of disciples
of a Vaishnava religious institution). Men, women and
children assemble at the courtyard of the Kirtan Ghar to
enjoy the performance. At that time it is quite impossible
for anyone to make a way through the audience. The
reading of the 'Oreshar Ghosa'is continued again. On the
third day, the Prasanga is performed by concluding with
the 'Oreshar Ghosa' and a religious exclamation. In the
day time, 'Dhulia Nritya' and 'Oja-Pali' and "Yatra-Gan'
are performed like the previous day.

The fourth day is known as 'Suveri'. On this day, Maha
Prabhu Kalia Thakur (the black image of Krishna) is
removed from the Daul and placed in a 'Dola’, a kind of
litter or couch carrried by men. The 'Dola’ is painted in
different colours. This day is observed as the the Maha
Prabhu's journey to the abode of the Goddess Lakshmi
from the abode of Ghunusa. As Maha Prabhu starts his
journey, another image of Daul Utsava celebrated at a
place named Baradi, joins the procession of Maha Prabhu
Kalia Thakur. The 'Dola’ bearers take the Dola on their
shoulders and the 'Chaor’ bearers take the Choars (whisks
made out of the tail of the Yak) in their hands and people
throw coloured powder like 'Phaku’, 'Abir' and '‘Chandan’
(sandalwood powder) on each other. They go in a
procession to Kanoriya Para (a place included in Ganak
Kuchi Satra) which s situated at a distance of half a distance
of half a kilometer from Barpeta. Both sides of the road
from Barpeta to Kanoriya Para are decorated with arches
and plantain trees. It takes four hours to reach Kanoriya
Para. A large number of people sing religious songs with
the accompaniment of musical instruments like Khol, Tal
and Mridanga. Women and children shout in joy from both
the sides of the road and throw coloured powder, Abir
and Phaku on clothings of the people. The dusty
atmosphere of coloured powder, makes everybody
unrecognizable.

When people reach Kanoriya Para with the image of
Maha Prabhu Kalia Thakur, the Adhikar or the head priest
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of the Barpeta Satra, deliver a religious speech about the
'Daul Utsav' to the public. Little boys collect 'Heketa mah'
(akind of wild pulse) from the field and place it before
Maha Prabhu Kalia Thakur as an offering. This is known
as 'Heketa Khoa' (eating of Heketa Pulse) of Gosai. After
that, people carry the image of Kalia Thakur back to the
Kirtan Ghar. As people approach the main gateway shed
of Kirtan Ghar with the image of Kalia Thakur, they are
obstructed by a palisade made of four Bhaluka bamboos
(Bambusa balcooa). They have to wait outside the
boundaries of the Kirtan Ghar, until they break the
bamboos and cross the boundaries to enter into Kirtan
Ghar. This custom is commemorative of Lord Krishna's
returning from Ghunusa's abode to the abode of Lakshmi.
Shri Krishna spent seven days in Ghunusa's abode. On
his return Lakshmi closed the doors and obstructed Krishna
from entering into Her abode. Lakshmi and Shri Krishna
made their objection through the attendants. At last, Shri
Krishna was defeated and he paid Rs. 300 to Lakshmi. It
is only then that Lakshmi allowed Shri Krishna to enter
into her abode. To commemorate that incident, Kalia
Thakur and His devotees of Kalia Thakur and others who
obstruct Kalia Thakur, make arguments and at last Kalia
Thakur and his devotees are defeated. They have to pay
Rs. 300 to the other devotees who represent themselves
as attendants of Lakshmi. After that, the devotees of Kalia
Thakur, break the bamboos and cross the boundary of
the Kirtan Ghar and carrying the image of Kalia Thakur,
circumambulate the Kirtan Ghar seven times. This
circumambulation is performed to commemorate Krishna's
staying in the abode of Ghunusa. Kalia Thakur is then
carried to the Bhaj Ghar and the Daul Utsava is concluded.

The custom of obtructing Kalia Thakur by the
bamboo palisade is called 'Hengar Bandha'. It was
introduced by a person known as Mathuradas Burha
Ata. Every year, the people of Uttar Hati, Dakshin
Hati and Na-Hati, contribute the bamboos for the
construction of the palisade. Pilgrims from Bihar,
Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal come to
participate in the Daul-Utsava of Barpeta. The food
and lodging of the pilgrims are provided by the Satra
authority. During the days of Daul Utsava, every
householder of Barpeta, entertains the pilgrims. The
house-holder who has no provision to entertain the
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guests, considers himself a great sinner.
Description of the Daul Ghar of Barpeta:

Daul Ghar is situated in the North-west corner of
the Kirtan Ghar. The image of God is placed in the
Daul Ghar during the days of the Daul Utsava, as
described before. The Daul Ghar has four doors and
seven 'thaks' (storeys). Women sit on these 'thaks'
and enjoy the Hari Kirtan (religious songs) on the
occasion of the festival. Daul Ghar was built after the
Burmese war by the people of Pathak Hati.

There is another house attached to the Daul Ghar,
known as 'Sabha Ghar'. Women sit on the floor of
this house and enjoy the 'Bhaona' (theatrical
performance) during the days of Daul Utsava. This
house was built by the people of Ambari Hati.

An Account of the Holi or Daul-Yatra Festival at
Barpeta in 1967:

The Holi festival is one of the biggest festivals in
North-East India. In 1967, it was celebrated
peacefully in Barpeta with a four day programme.
People from all places of Assam and also from North
Bengal and Bihar, estimated at over a lakh,
participated in this festival. The largest number of
people came to Barpeta from Nagaon and Lakhimpur
districts of Assam.

On the occasion of the festival, the Satras (religious
institution of the Vaishnavas) presented song and dance
performances. Ojapali was also presented by different
groups from different places in Assam. Besides these,
Dhulia Bhaona, Yatra performances and cultural shows
also were organized. A large number of artists including
some pilgrims took part in these performances. The
arrangement of food was made adequately by the
Barpeta Satra, but medical and security arrangements
were not available for this huge congregation of people.

On the concluding day, a clourful procession was
arranged from the Kirtan Ghar (the prayer house of the
Barpeta Satra) to Ganak Kuchi (another religious
institution situated at a place called Ganak Kuchi),
accompanying their Holiness, the Adhikar (the Head of
the institution) and the Deka Adhikar (the young head-
assistant of the institution) of Barpeta Satra. A large
number of young people joined the procession and they
were singing and dancing all the way. ®

88 MAF AT 1058-305@/>¢8



he Extensive Air Showers (EAS) is a

grandiose phenomenon that take place in

the atmosphere whenever a very high
energy Cosmic Ray (CR) primary (E > 10" eV)
proton or heavy nucleus arriving from space is
incident on it.

The primary particle, being a hadron, collide
with atmospheric O, and N, nucleus, at a depth
depending on the nature of the particle. It collides
several times as it travels down the atmosphere.
In each collision, a large number of charged and
neutral pions, kaons, nucleon-antinucleon pairs
are produced in strong interaction.

Some of the pions decay in flight while the
rest interact further down the atmosphere and
give rise to a nuclear cascade. Decay scheme of
the neutron pions 7n°(mean life ~ 9 x 10" sec)
and m* are

n"—>Y+Y
Tt — ut+ vp
T— U+

The MUON component of EAS, being the

most penetrating carries information from

Mystery of the Universe

Dr. Runima Baishya
Associate Professor
Department of Physics

various stages of shower development. In
particular, the high energy muons, owing to their
origin in the early stages of development, bring
information from the highest energy interaction
in the cascade. Their non-linear dependence on
shower size or primary energy makes it the most
sensitive component to the primary composition.
The arrival time structure of muons at large core
distance yield information on the longitudinal
development.

Gamma photons produced by the decay of ©°
initiate electron photon cascade by two
processes:

1) Pair production
Y —>e +e

(in the vicinity of the electric field of a
nucleus)
i1) Bremstrahlung (by de- acceleration of the

electron in the electron field of a nucleus)

Thus electron photon cascade give rise to
"SOFT COMPONENT" of EAS.

Thus the particles of the shower multiply
continuously provided sufficient energy is
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available. Thereafter, the atmosphere acts as an
absorber and the particles loose energy by
ionisation and Crompton scattering.

The distance between successive collisions
becomes large at higher heights, due to low
density of the atmosphere and the unstable
particles have a chance to decay. Secondly, the
same nature of the atmosphere allows
secondaries to spread laterally. The lower energy
particles with large opening angles spread more
compared to the HE particles. This gives a unique
character to the shower, a dense CORE of HE
particles and a characteristic decrease of density
with distance from the core. The core direction
defines the angle of incidence of the primary
particle, at the top of the atmosphere.

The lateral density distribution of the particles,

A Simplified view of an EAS Cascade
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is also an important parameter of measurement,
for it provides information about different
species.

The extended nature of EAS introduces a
characteristic time structure in arrival times of
the shower particles at the observation level.
Thickness of electron-photon disk is only a
couple of meters (< 6 ns spread in time), the
heavier particles because of their lower velocity
trail behind. The mesons follow the shower front
and the nucleon-antinucleons trail the mesons.

All these features of EAS has been exploited
by setting up specially designed arrays composed
of detector systems that preferentially respond
to different components.

Two other electromagnetic radiations that are
secondary to dominant electron photon cascade
of EAS have been very effectively utilized in the
study of air shower. They are Cerenkov radiation,
produced by e and e* with velocity higher that
c, velocity of light in vacuum and fluorescent
radiation. The radio emission component also
have been studied extensively. Monte Carlo
simulations are widely used at present.

The nature of primary spectrum, composition,
directional distribution have been done with
balloon and satellite borne nuclear emulsion
tracks. Electronic detector system is used to
about a few hundred TeV.

The flux of primary steeply falls at higher
energies and is ~ 1 particle/ m?/ steradian / hour
at energy > 10" eV and falls more rapidly as
energy increases. In this energy range EAS is the
most suitable method for study of primary
particle.

Even though the method of EAS is indirect,
the ingenious way in which the various parameters
are measured and analyzed, it has been proved
eminent successful. @

2. Extensive Air Shower: Dr. M.V.S. Rao, Dr. B.V. Srikantan

3. Ph.D. Thesis: Dr. R. Baishya, 1998, Gauhati University
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Conservation of Wildlife

The extinction of animals become a large problem
in today's society. Human changes to the
environment through different process which have
huge consequence, both positive and negative for wild
animals. For instance, "Paving Paradise and putting up
aparking plot" prevents the existance of animals that
would otherwise have lived there.

Conservation in the background of rapid decline in
wildlife population has become essential. But why do
we need to conserve wild animals in a society? Though
wild animals can not be our good company, we need
to conserve them. Conservation preserves the ecological
diversity and our life support systems such as air, water
and soil. It also preserves the genetic diversity for better
growth of species and breeding. There are many wildlife
conservation programs which have been working hard
to save many many species from extinction. Some of
these programs include "The International Union for
conservation of Natural and Natural Resources,' which
keeps track of the number of species in the wilderness
and the fish and wildlife service, which sets up refugees
for many endangered species to live. The Endangered
species Act preserves animals that are destined for
extinction. Others such as the species survival plan,
which decides which species should be considered
endangered and the International species Information
system, which holds all genetic information on different
species are set up to also save wild animals.

All wild animals must have food, water and shelter
in order to survive just like humans. But pollution,
poaching and the destruction of habitates can serve as
the main purpose why many animals are now on the
verge of extinction.

Rehabilitation is necessary for some animals in the

Rashmita Baruah
T.D.C., 4" Semester
Department of Science

wilderness. This involves caring for the injured, ill and
orphaned wildlife that are found. Many rehabilitation
animals are victims of human intervention. The goal of
rehabilitating the animals is to take care of them and cure
them and then eventually set them free. The time that
they are released depends on weather, season, habitat
and location. These people that help to rehabilitate the
animals also work on finding ways to prevent further
accidents that may cause any animals harm.

Many conservationists also practice captive breeding.
Captive breeding is the breeding of indangered species
in captivity in hopes to someday return their home in the
wilderness.

In the 1960s and 1970s, conservationists demanded
anational wildlife protection programme. The Indian
wildlife (Protection) Act was implemented in 1972, with
various provisions for protecting habitats. An all-India
list of protected speceies was also published. The thrust
of the programme was towards protecting the remaining
population of certain endangered species by banning
hunting, giving legal protection to their habitates, and
restricting trade in wildlife. Subsequently, central and
many state governments established national parks and
wildlife sanctuaries about which you have already studied.
The central government also announced several projects
for protecting specific animals, which were gravely
treatened, including the tiger, the one horned rhinoceros,
the Kashmir stag or hangul, three types of Crocodiles-
fresh water Crocodile, saltwater Crocodile and the
Gharial, the Asiaticlion, and others. Most recently, the
Indian elephat, black buck (chinkara), the great Indian
bustard (godawan) and the snow leopard, etc. have
been given full or partial legal protection against hunting
and trade throughout India. ®
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Memorable Visit at Majuli:
A Unique River Island

he Department of Economics under the
I aegis of the Economic Planning Forum, on
the pretext of facilitating learning outside
the classroom conducts socio-economic survey
of the places it visits. The world famous river
island Majuli caught our attention a couple of
years back. Besides a qlimpse of Satras (vaishnav
monastery) and Majuli college, we thought of
visiting the clay artisans of Majuli and this wish
of ours was fulfilled on the first week of March
2015. Though it was a hurried trip we were
enriched beyond our imagination.

Majuli is a river island, with a rich cultural
history and diverse flora and fauna. It was Srimanta
Sankaradeva's Vaishnavite movement that not only
revolutionized Assamese society by establishing
of numerous satras, it gave a new life of Majuli
and today because of its cultural heritage in an
unique setting is a serious contender of the world
Heritage site movement initiated by UNESCO.

Every place is known for its unique craft. In
Majuli, pottery is one such activity. The unique
thing about pottery in Majuli is that the potters
use 'beaten clay' for pottery. This type of pottery
was popular in the Harappan and Mohenjodaro
civilization. The archeologists have tried to find
out whether there is any link between Majuli and
long lost civilization. Many archeological museum
one can find.

'Kumars' are the main communities practicing

Bhaskar Borah
T.D.C., 4" Semester
Department of Economics

pottery and are mainly concentrated in Salmora,
Chinatoli and Daksinpath i.e. mostly in the South-
eastern area in Majuli. The interesting aspect of
clay artisans of Majuli is that they do not use the
ubiguitons potterns wheel. Clay is beaten by hand
to give the form of utensils. Glutinous clay is
obtained from the river banks of the Brahmaputra
and its tributaries which form a network of water
channels which are significant in overall drainage
system of the Majuli Island. The annual weather
patterns prevalent on the island govern the
manufacturing process of pottery practiced.
During the pre-monsoon period, the earth is dug
about 30-feet deep from the ground along the
banks of the river. These get replenished during
the flood seasons of June to September. Alluvium
deposition occurs during flood filling the cavities
and dugonts left after extraction of clay. The
post-flood season in Majuli is the dominant
trading time for the varieties of clay items
produced such as mola, nadia, choru, pati kalah,
beeha kalah, chaki etc. The women prepare the
puddle with clay. Silt sanday mix for primary
lump. The making of the items is primarily a
women's job. The tools required for making pots
are made from the locally available timber by
potters themselves. The beaten clay is given a
shape by hand, dried in the sun, stored on the
ground below their stilted houses and later baked
in a furnace (bhatti). The men prepare the furnace
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with bamboo, dried banana leaves and driftwood.
The operations of the furnaces are a community
activity with sharing of firewood between the
people.

Due to time constraints we choose to study
only one village of the clay artisans namely
Salmora, which we could reach after travelling on
a dike for about 45 (forty five) minutes from
Natun Kamalabari. Settlements were on either
side of the dike. Almost each house on the
riverside had a boat underneath their stilted houses.

The study revealed that among the sample
respondents 25% were males and 75% of the clay
artisans were females Most of the sample clay
artisans belong to the Other Backward class (OBC)
caste, 91% and other 9% belonged to the general
category. It was observed that 63% of the
respondent were below HSLC level. The
respondent who passed HS & graduates were
13% and 15% respectively. Moreover 47% of the
respondents were having Non-Sanitary Latrine,
31% having Sanitary Latrine and 22% used the
open field as their place of defecation. Further
60% of the respondents remarked that the access
to medical facilities is average within the study
area and most of them, 69% prefer government
hospitals for their treatments. Our field study
also witnessed that percentage of families is the
highest in annual income group of above Rs.
80000. The respondents also remarked that lack
of adequate finance was their major problem.
Flood and soil erosion, lack of technological
development and transportation facilities are the
other constraints in the development of the clay
artisians.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

® [t has been found from the study that there is
lack of adequate housing facilities, safe drink-
ing water, and sanitation facilities. So, better
development of these basic. necessities is
required to improve the standard of living of
the clay artisans.

® Government should take steps to improve the
availability of electricity and also for the

development of medical facilities.

® The study reveals that educational attainment
of most of the clay artisans (63 percent) is
below HSLC. and 91 percent of the clay
artisans do not have any vocational training.
So, in order to improve the economic condi-
tion of the clay artisans measures are needed
for the development of education and training
facilities.

® [t has been found from the study that lack of
adequate finance and credit facilities are the
two major constraints of clay artisans, gov-
ernment should take steps for easy accessi-
bility of credit to them. Government or non-
government initiatives should be taken to
organise Self-Help Groups (SHGs) among
the people to avail micro-credit facilities.

® Flood control and soil erosion control mea-
sures should be taken.

® Production technologies are needed to be
developed.

® Infrastructural facilities should be developed
so that the clay artisans can trade their out-
puts in an easy and convenient way.

Conclusion

It 1s very difficult to have a complete picture
of the clay artisans who have been toiling hard to
make their ends meet, and that too in a study
conducted over a very short duration. But it must
be accepted that they are doing a fine job without
a potter’s wheel! They seem to have a very close
relationship with the mighty Brahmaputra, which
nourishes them yet threatens their existence.
Govornment should step in a big way to nurture
this unique craft, which has been serving. The
people of Assam and the neighbouring states.
NGOs can complement on various aspects.(Some
quarters raised serious question whether digging
of pits on the river bank is responsible for in-
creasing the possibility of soil erosion. But this
requires a comprehensive scientific study to ar-
rive at a concrete conclusion as erosions are also
taking place in areas where no such activity is
carried out. @
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The National Cadet Gorps (NCGC)

he Indian Military cadet corps with its

I headquarters at New Delhi came into existence

with the self-explanatory motto of 'Ekta aur

Anushasan"—Unity and discipline. NCC first started in

1666 in  Germany. But NCC in

India was formed with the NCC Act, 1948 on 16" July,
1948.

The National Cadet corps in India is a voluntary
organisation which recruits Cadets from high schools,
colleges and universities all over India on voluntary basis.
Being a tri-series organization, it comprises the Army,
Navy and Air-force. It grooms the youth of the country
into disciplined and patriotic citizens. The Cadets are
given basic military training in small arms and parades.
The officrs and the cadets have no liability for active
military services once they complete their course, but
are given preferance over normal candidates during
selections, based on their achievments in the corps.

In 1949, the girls division was raised in order to give
equal opportunities to school and college going girls. The
Air and naval wing were later on added by 1952. By the
time, the NCC curriculum was extended to include
community development social service activities as a part
of the NCC syllabus Rather than just being a second line
of defense, NCC syllabus lays greater stress on
developing leadership qualties.

The NCC is headed by an officer the rank Lt. Gen.
He is the Director General of the NCC. He is assisted
by 2 Major Generals, 5 Brigadiers and other civil officers.
Comprising 17 vast directorates, the NCC has, 788 Units
across India (667-Army, 60-Naval and 61-Air force)
The total training period for senior wing is 3 yrs and that
of junior wing is 2 years. One needs to undergo service
training for a period of at least 4 hours per week and
requires a total attendence of 75% of the total hours. No

Surushree Patowary
T.D.C., 2nd Semester
Zoology (Major)

training is carried out during class hours. Three levels of
examination are conducted for the Cadets—
CERTIFICATE 'A'-for the students of classes 8/9 (i.e.
JD/JW); CERTIFICATE 'B'-for cadets after 10™ (ie.
SD/DW) and those studying 10+2 on 10+2+3 (2" year
of training); CERTIFICATE 'C'-the most important one,
it can be written in the 3" year of training by those having
'B'in the 1st year itself.

Various camps are arganised montly as well as
annually for the cadets. NCC Republic day camp (RDC),
Combined Annual training camps (CATC), All India girls
trakking camps (AIGTC) etc to name a few.

According to "The Hindu', dated 13 feb, 2008, it is
started, that the then Revenue Minister K.P Rajendran
had said, NCC Cadets, Scouts and Guides and even
students in high schools, higher secondary and colleges
could be encourages to become Rly players in disaster
preparedness and calamity response. National Integration
Camps (NICs) propagate National Integration among
cadets and society. These camps are conducted on an
all-India basis, it helps bridge cultural gaps among various
states of India. Shooting, firing, map-reading, hiking,
home nursing, rock-climbing etc are taught in different
camps.

Vacancies are reserved for NCC cadets in Armed
forces—Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Airforce,
Incentives are given to cadets during recruitment in
other organisations as well. An annual pawara
scholarship scheme of 1 core is given out as
scholarships per annum to the cadets. Also preferance
in state government jobs, in gazetted posts are given
to holders of B/C certificates (C—else where) be it
UPSC or SSB. The young generation should therefore
be encouraged to give their active participation to the
NCC. @
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POETRY SECTION

If you ask me my address or calling

I must say

I am a peasant

on the bank of the river Aai or Pagladia
the first lover of the earth

the first poet of love

My home is made of the stems
of sedges grown in the river
Don't ask me about my age
work it out as you like

I have kin and grand children too
Ruined by every flood

I shift my home

Each time I lose someone

as I lose a dish or a bowl

my fond seeds of the little silo

Except the river and the sun
I am averse to listening to anyone

The river is my bosom friend
that plunges me into plight

and in the field of crops
whatever I salvage

it revives me with golden water

It is fifty years

since nobody has brought me back to life
with the stick of gold or silver

For the last fifty years I've have been in
dire straits

Whose hand shall I clasp
freeing my hand

from whose clutch

I wish to stand on such a plain
where will live

the first lover of the earth

the first poet of love

in flood or drought

in famine or bounty

in all seasons

who plants the sapling of hope
who has never dreamed anything
other than the green valley

As long as the other valleys stay

as long as the river runs and the sun

moves
I will stay
making friends with the field

Each time I lose

my fond home

The either side of my heart
is a field of crops

The field and the river
usher me into

a new river island

my future home

I am a peasant longing for love
the first poet of love for the earth
in the love of fields

in the love of rivers

For ages, I've been living

like the moribund Jiyadhal

Don't show me
the dishes of gold or silver
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I eat from banana leaves
I find out the field
groping through dark dips

Talk to me about the fields

that during mid-summer hide

the roots of waterlilies

where roll the golden waves of
growing crops

Don't talk about the riots that ruin
the fields

And if I'm engaged in a battle

I am a fighter who can make the
river run back

With the ploughshare I can make
a stream of fire run

which can give you a shock

And my heart is made of that
shock

If you want to make out
come down come down

to the last battle of the green
valley

Beside you will stand

all the fields of the earth

and all riverine people

They are the peasants

the first lovers of the earth
the first poets of love @

Translated by:
Nirendra Nath Thakuria

Associate Profeesor
Department of English



Friendship

Madhusmita Kakoti
H.S. 1% Year (Arts)
Friendship is that thread of our life,
which never breaks .....
It's that relationship,

which never becomes less.....
Friendship is like a deep Ocean,

whose relaton never ends like water ...
The relation of friendship is

very sweet and soft like flower ....
It's very difficultin life,

to get a true friend ....
And the wrong choice will

bring to an every end ...
So, it's my request to all,

Don't cheat your True Friends ...
Because Friendship is another named of an Ocean,

Which starts and never wants toend ...

TRUE FRIENDS ARE HARDER TO FIND,
HARDER TO LEAVE AND
IMPOSSIBLE TO FORGET .....
[ N N J

My Confused Life ...

My life is so mean
It brings twists without my permission ...
And time is too cheap,
It gives nothing; but a bucket of dissatisfaction

Heart is so egocentric

thinks and does what it loves ...
And mind is too confused,

It doesn't get any kind of chance ...

And I'm here puzzled,
Getting no solution ....

Butalso I can't stay in this situation,
Really it's a very puzzling confusion ...

Butit's alife.
Gifted by God tome ...
Which is more precious life,
The fishes living reason is the sea ...
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Woman

Woman
Withinvigorating voice
With inner wisdom
Can solve the problems
Liberate from violence
Adversity and all other
........ Fortunes
........ The best for all.
Woman
With firm faith
With big jolt
With intuition
Can foster
Can cherish
The happings for all

[ N N J

Shaheen Hussain
HS 1% Year (Arts)

Love You .. MOM

Sristy Choudhury
HS 2" Year (Arts)

When I am with You
Eternity is just a step away'
My love continues to grow,
With each passing day.

The treasure of love,
I cherish within my soul,
how much I'love you
You'll never really know.

You will never really know
You bring a Joy to my heart,
I have never felt before ...
With each touch of your hand
I'love you more and more.

So these seven words
I pray you hold true,
"Forever and Always
Mom I will Love you".
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I was Orange, I was Autumn!!

Surushree Patowary
T.D.C., 2nd Semester
Zoology (Major)
Ilie on my death berth
all by my self,
Having lost the serenity
o o of my individuality,
Reflections on Life stand sl et again
mourning at my loss,
but vowing to search for
Enamul Hasan my lost identity.
T.D.C., 6" Semester Ihad been beautiful
. . ad once been beautifu
Economics (Major) I once had colourful hues
Times will be good, splattered upon me,
Times will be bad I was once orange,
Never get too happy, I once had life.
Never too sad. Little chirpings of the little birdies
Lifeis astorng used to mesmerise me.
Play your character They called me lively,
With dedication They called me autumn,
Banish all evil; They had once called me graceful
Make your own way, all because I peayed with the lovely wind,
Because his is your arena Anch the fragrance of jasmine
and your game plan. was what [ spread!

Bounded by the wall of grivances.
Keep open your five senses,
They are your best defences
Until your last breath.

Reason to Laugh!

Caugh hahaha

— Laughter produces happiness hormone endorphin
in one's body.

—Laugh at last two minutes in a day.

But here I lie all alone,
on the verge of destruction.

No longer am [ remembered,
they now call me pale!

But once I had been Autumn—

Orange and lively

And Autumn!

I stretch apart my empty bosom
Hopes keep me alive,
If not today,
Perhaps tomorrow, I wish all regain,
my exquisite october identity....

(N N J
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ESSAY

Role of our
Generation
in
Malntainai

1ng
Health

and

Hygiene

of

Surushree Patowary
T.D.C., 2nd Semester
Zoology (Major)

Introduction :

"Health" is a state of physical fitness, mental
social well-being. Good health is a state of
complete physical, mental and social well-being.
There is optimum physical fitness, mental maturity
and alertness with freedom from enxiety, social
well-being with freedom from social tensions.

And likewise, "Hygiene" is the practice of
keeping oneself and the surroundings clean in
order to prevent illness or disease and thus acquire
a good health. Thus, one can say, 'Health' and
'Hygiene' goes hand in hand. Hence, one has the
sole responsibility of mainitining proper Health
and Hygiene for oneself as well for the society
one resides in.

PERSONAL HYGIENE :
Brief description and its implications:

Personal Hygiene needs to be a part of
everyones daily babits, it helps prevent illnesses
from spreading. In same places, it is easier to
practice proper hygiene (when one has access to
clean water on tap) and for some jobs you need
to be very careful about hygiene.

Hygiene is washing our hands, washing the rest
of our body, taking care when handing food or
storing, being careful, not to cough or sneeze on
others, cleaning things that we touch, throwing
aways things such as tissues that might have germs
on them, using protection (gloves, condoms etc)
when one might be at the risk of acquiring
infections.

How to Maintain Proper Hygiene
Role and Responsibility of the Youth :

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME. Thus, we the
Youth today, first need to implement proper healthy
and hygienic measures on our daily routine, only
them can it be imposed on the society.

Hand Washing :

Most of the infection we get, especially colds
and gastro, we catch when our hands get germs
on them and we put our hands to our mouth. We
catch infections when our food gets contaminated
lay the germs from dirty hands of other people.
Hence, it is important to keep our hands as clean
as possible particularly when we are around food.
We need to Wash our hands after using toilet,
before making or eating food, after handling pets,
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when we have been around someone who is
coughing or has a cold we need to use clean water
and soap (or alternative) over our hands and even
brush our undernails clean, we need to use clean
towels, paper towels, hot air dryer etc to clean
dry our hands.

Food :

Food poisoning is an illness that one develops
after eating food contaminated with harmful
bacteria. One feels sick vomits have abdominal
pain and even diarrhoea in severe cases. And all
this because of improper hygiene cleaning hands
before having and preparings food, using clean
utensils and kitchen apparatus, washing vegetables
and fruits properly, maintaining correct temper
ature when storing foods, refrigerating properly,
serving hot food hot and cold food when cold, re-
heating food proper. All such practices at the
grass root level can help fight bad health and
discased society.

Health and Hygiene in Women:

Vaginal Hygiene: The vagina is an area, very
sensitive, which requires proper hygiene as well.
It can be done on one's own. No special care is
needed, other than washing the outside of the
genital area like the other body parts. Not keeping
it clean can make it easier for germs to cause
infections which can later get fatal.

When on menstruation, it is more important to
keep it clean. Sanitary napkins are to be used and
changed regularly (4-5 times daily). One should
clean their hands before doing so. Negligency in
vaginal hygiene in women can cause CYSRIRIS,
SRDs, urine infections, trush infections, rashes,
etc.

Health and Hygiene in Men:

In men, as well, the same procedure is to be
followed, the groin area, the thighs and the genitals
are to be kept clean. This can simply be done by
washing properly with soap and water and then

[ The traveller has to knock at every alien door to come to his own, and one has to
I wander through all the outer worlds to reach the innermost shrine at the end.
|

rinsing off thoroughly.
Teeth and Gum-Bad breath:

Diseases of teeth, gums and mouth, indigestion
and some other health problems can cause bad
breath. This can also be tackled with ease. After
having meals, we need to clean our teeth (i.e
brush) and even tongue properly. This will make
our breath smell better. Having garlics, onions,
smoking cigarettes can make our breath smell
bad and stain our teeth. Mouth wash, sprays and
flavoured gums (chewing) helps in tackling this.
Most importantly, one needs to make a routine
visit to the dentist.

Travel :

When travelling, its better to carry water on
our own, but if it is not possible it is better to have
the water boiled before consuming.

Safety and Blood :

Blood is the major cause and carrier of
infections. Hence, it is important to take special
care while dealing with blood and other body
fluids. Wearing gloves is a better option. Dried
blood on tampons, pads, tissues should be disposed
of properly and carefully.

Sanitation :

Proper sanitation is also a must have for proper
health and hygiene.
Conclusion :

The youth today besides practising proper hygienic
methods on their own, should also visit rural areas,
villages, countryside, schools, colleges and ways of
mainiaining proper hygiene is to be made understood
and demonstrated properly. Hospitals should have
proper guidelines and counselling units for the
patients. Governments responsibility is very
important in this regard. NGO's, social activists,
differenty SHG's can come forward as well for this
major cause and issue of Health and proper hygiene.

Only then, will we have a more stronger, more
developed, disease-free and healthier nation. ®

-Rabindranath Tagore
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SHORT STORY

Life in a City

Ipsita Dey
T.D.C., 2" Semester
Department of Zoology

city 1s a place where one can find all types
Aof people, practising various occupations.

Life in a city 1s always hectic and crazy,
everyone is always running everywhere, there is
no time for anyone to stand for a minute and look
at the beautiful sunrise or the freshly flowered
blooms of spring.

In such a typical city, there lived a small girl
called Hena. She lined with her mother, father and
grandmother in a 2 BHK flat like any other city
girl, she attended school learnt music and painting
she was a wonderful little girl, whom everyone
loved. As usual she had numerous friends and
likewise she was any other ordinary girl.

One day, she was returning from her school
when she heard a stifle coming from an old lady.
The old lady was sitting on the gravelled city paths,
her dress was tattlered and torn at places, she had
hair as white as the winter snow, and the wrinkles
on her face, seemed a million years old. Tears
dropped from the eyes like dew drops. The old
lady was sitting with a basketfull of melons.

Because Hena was a kind-hearted girl, she
stepped ahead and asked the old lady the reason of
her grievance. The old lady replied that her son
who was the only earning member of her family
hand died in a road accident, a few days back. As
her son was dead there was no one to feed her

grandchildren, herself or her daughter in-law
whatever money she had saved, all were spent in
the last rites of her son.

Hena, asked her why no one tried helping her,
or if she had even asked for help to this, the old
lady replied that when she asked for help from her
relatives, friends and neighbours, no one came
forward. Instead some one showed them flase
sympathy when others behaved rudely to with her.

Listening to her story. Hena felt deeply touched
and sad she brought the old lady to her father and
explained to him, the old lady's pain. Hena's father
was a government servant and a man of values and
principles. He decided to help, the old lady so he
managed a petty job for the old lady in his
department. In this way, days turned into years and
Hena forgot all about this incident as she became
engrossed in her studies. She turned to become
an engineer, got the opportunity to work in a
MNC.

One particular night, when she was returning from
her work place she was attcked by some goons. Hena
was scared but later she gathered her self courage
and confidence as she tried to protect and defend
herself. Out of the dark lanes a young lad aged around
twenty-one years, came to her rescue. He fought
along side her and protected her. In the meantime,
the police arrived on the scene. While Hena was
thanking the young boy, she enquired of his identity.
To this the boy informed her that he was the younger
grandchild of the old lady whom she had helped a
long time ago. He also informed her that with the
help of Hena's father they became financially stable
and well maintained. He always tried contacting her
for thanking but somehow it was never successful. ®
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The Marigolds
and the Sweater

I always feel great waking up late on a Sunday.
Sitting in the breakfast table I couldnot find my son, Biki.
I enquired my wife as she placed the toast on my plate.

"Where is Biki, won't he have breakfast with us?"

"He is too quick dear. He has already finished his
breakfast."

"Does that also mean that he has finished his glass
of milk."

"Oh! you can bet on it."

"What should I do with this boy?"

"C'mon, he is too young to finish the whole glass."

"Yah, sure. But where is he now?"

"Heis in your study. I think he will find someting there
to play with."

"I'hope not."

Finishing my breakfast I went to my study to look
for my three year old son. When I opened the door I
was quite amazed to see the way he was sitting in my
chair staring right at his grandfather's photoframe which
was kept an my table. He looked at the photograph with
such sincerity and curiosity that he was not even dis-
turbed by my presence as I entered the room. I want
towards him and stood next to the chair giving a gentle
tap on it. He woke up from his world of curiosity and

Bhaskar Borah
T.D.C., 4" Semester
Department of Economics

looked at me.

"Good moring, dad" giving me a hug.

"What's my prince doing?"

"Just looking at Grandpa's picture. He is like you."

"No, my dear I am like him."

"But that is what I said no."

"Ya, almost."

Then he started firing his queer questions at me.

"Was Grandpa always like this" looking at the pic.

"Most of the time."

"Did he always wear those glasses?"

"Yes."

"While sleeping also?"

"Yes, sometimes when he used to fall asleep reading
books."

"Did he read all the big books also?"

"Yes, my dear, all of them."

"Did he always keep on smilling?"

"Yes, always."

"Do you remember him."

Before I could answer this question my wife came
in.

"Why are you troubling your dad, beta. He has some
work to do. Come lets go to the garden and play."
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"Ok, but we will play hide and seek"

"Okay"

"But I will hide first."

"Okay as you demand my king."

I gave him a kiss and both of them went to the
garden. But I still had my father's photograph in my
hand. His-face still seemed to be fresh like the morning
dew. His hair fully black. It was not naturally black
though. His warming smile which oven his big spectacles
were unable to hide, made him look so lively. I sat on
the chair holding the frame. I still had his-fresh memories
in my mind and in my heart. I still remember the day.

I came home early from the office that day, only to
find my father watering the lovely marigolds. I walked
upto him.

"Taa, you need not do all this—Why don't you call
Dilip."

Dilip was our gardener.

"No, I was just sitting idle and thought of watering
these flowers. Since I don't have any work to do all day.
So I thought why not water these beauties.

Aren't these lovely?"

"Of course they are."

"Flowers always remind me of your mother."

"Man was much more beautiful than these flowers
Taa."

"Of course and her tongue sharper than the knife."

"Ya, thats true." and we both laughed.

"Where is Sujata, Taa?" I enquired about my wife.

"Oh! she is sleeping. She had her lunch and as she
was-feeling tired I told her to sleep."”

Sujata was pregnant by 6 months at that time.

I went inside with Taa, and we both had lunch
together. As always, I discussed everything about work
that day. I always used to share everything I do with
my dad, right from my childhood. Sometimes he was
a friend, sometimes a brother and sometimes a teacher.
He guided me through everything and every path.

After lunch we both went for a short nap. In the
evening all three of us had tea in the garden. Taa kept
looking at the flowers. Sujata was knitting a sweater for
the baby to come. Taa than moved his head towards
sujata's hand and stopped. I asked Sujata to bring some
biscuits from inside. After she went inside I asked Dad.

(=N
( 0,

"What happened Taa, you look sad?"

"No, I am not sad. [ am just missing your mom very
today. You remeber when you were in school; during
the winter months she always used to knitt Sweaters for
both of us."

"Yes, Taa I still remember that. It always used to be
a size bigger than me".

"Same in my case. ButIloved the smile that she used
to shower when I wore her hand knitted Sweater."

"That must be very special to you Taa."

"Ofcourse and it is still."

That night when we all went to bed, I had my wife
resting in my arms. I whispered to her—

"Sweetheart."

"Ves"

"Can you do me a favour?"

"Ofcourse say what do you want?"

"Can you knitt a sweater for Taa?"

"Its not a favour. Its a pleasure. Sure I will do that
... Okay tomorrow moring I will take his measure-

ents."

"Okay." with a short but genunie smile I kissed her
good night.

The next morning [ woke up and went to my father's
room only to find him sleeping; forever. This time he
looked more relaxed, though he was not smiling but his
face, his posture was much happier. That day I lost a
man but many persons. Few days after his death the
marigolds dried up. When I asked Dilip he told it may
be due to the cold weather.

I woke up from my thoughts when my son dashed
at me.

"Dad, come on. Lets play in the garden."

"Ofcourse" And I got up from the chair. Kept the
photograph on the table and rubbed the moisture from
my eyes. While I was playing with my son in the garden,
my wife came.

"Biki, wear this Sweater, it is too cold"

"No, Mom I don't like it!

After much wresting and making faces Biki finally
wore his mom's hand-knitted Sweater and gave an
unwilling smile. Sujata smiled back.

[ immediately turned at the marigolds. They were
glowing in the winter sun. @
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Sunita Boro

T.D.C., 4th Semester
General Sports Secretary

At the beginning I wanted to offer my heartful
gratitude or thanks to all the members of teaching
staff, non-teaching staff and my fellow union
members. I want to express my gratitude to our
honourable Ex-Principal Prof. Haladhar Talukdar
Sir, Present Principal i/c Mrs Pallabi Sharmah
Madam and our respected Dr. Amarjyoti Dutta sir
for their guidance and encouragment. I served as
General Sports Secretary.

After taking charge our first step was to
organise the annual college week. In my section I
organised Kabbaddi and shot-put and both boys and
girls participated there. By the help of my fellow
members I succeded in organising events. The
cultural rally was also a grand success. There af-
ter we organised Saraswati Puja. Last but not the
least we organised the Freshmen social.

At last, I was blessed to be a member of P.C.S.U

altoreyifeod
and a student of Pragjyotish College. I want to
thanks all the members of P.C.S.U without their
support I cannot success. I wish a warm, charming

and bright future for our college.
"LONG LIVE PRAGJYOTISH COLLEGE"
"LONG LIVEPRAGJYOTISH COLLEGE
STUDENTS UNION"
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Pranjyoti Sarma
T.D.C., 6th Semester

Cricket Secretary
(Selected)

Achievement cannot be achieved in a dream.
Achievement comes from something deep
inside—a sense of discipline, sincerity and a vision.

There are so many ways to show our gratitude
towards the persons who have faith on us. Here, [
want to express my gratitude to our honourable
Principal, and our respected Dr. Jayanta Deka Sir,
for their encouragement and confidence boost. I
am very much grateful to Dr. Jayanta Deka Sir, who
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gave me the opportunity to serve as a cricket
Secretary to our Pragjyotish College.

During my tenure, in College Week, I
organised events such as Cricket Tournament at
Latashil play ground with the participation of 200
students in it.

Our College participated in Inter College
Cricket tournament held in Gauhati Univercity.
Under the my guidance as a Cricket Secretary.
Last but the least as a part of this college, I learnt
and experienced a lot of things. Finally, I extend
my best wishes to the new members of the
Student Union.....

"LONG LIVE PRAGJYOTISH COLLEGE"
"LONG LIVE PRAGJYOTISH COLLEGE
STUDENTS UNION"
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List of Editors of 'Pragjyotishiya' and

Professors-in-charge

Since 1956-57 to 2014-2015

SI. No. Year Editor's Name
Ist 1956-57 Mahibur Rahman
2nd 1957-58 Satyavati Phukan
3rd 1958-59 Birendra Nath Talukdar
4th 1959-60 Amiya Kumar Barman
Sth 1960-61 Ambunath Sarma
- 1961-62 —
6th 1962-63 Siva Charan Kalita
— 1963-64 -
7th 1964-65 Ajit Kumar Das
8th 1965-66 Badal Chakravarty
Oth 1966-67 Ram Narayan Sarma
10th 1967-68 Bhabesh Mishra
11th 1968-69 Samin Ara Begam
12th 1969-70 —
13th 1970-71 Birendra Nath Kalita
14th 1971-72 Lila Bordoloi
15th 1972-73 Harendra Nath Sarma
16th 1973-74 Bulbul Ara Saikia
17th 1974-75 Khagen Ch. Choudhury
18th 1975-76 Mir Mukib Hussain
19th 1976-77 Rabindra Ch. Sarma
20th 1977-78 Pratap Kr. Barua
21st 1978-79 Isfak Ahmed
- 1979-80 —
22nd 1980-81 Mahesh Prasad Sarma
- 1981-82 —
23rd 1982-83 Deva Sarma
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Prof.-in-Charge
Prof. Sarbananda Ray
Prof. Sarbananda Ray
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Bhabananda Deka

Prof. Bhabananda Deka
Prof. Bhabananda Deka
Prof. Dr. Kiran Ch. Sarma
Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Madhusudan Oja

Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma
Prof. Dr. Nabin Ch. Sarma
Prof. Gadadhar Deva Sarma

Prof. Sushil Sarma

Prof. Sushil Sarma



24th

25th
26th

27th
28th
29th

30th
31st
32nd
33rd
34th
35th

36th
37th
38th
39th
40th

41st
42nd
43rd
44th

1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1987-88
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91
1991-92
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01
2001-02
2002-03
2003-04

2004-05
2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-10
2010-11
2011-12
2012-13
2013-14
2014-15

Surya Kalita
Nilamoni Sarma
Surya Kalita
Dhiraj Kr. Deka
Mridul Kr. Dutta
Utpal Kalita
Dipankar Das
Dipen Ch. Das
Trikendrajit Sarma
Mukul Bharali
Pranjal Kr. Kashyap
Akhil Ch. Das
Kankan Bora
Mrinal Jyoti Medhi
Ashim Kalita
Deepjyoti Saharia
Rajib Das

Pranab Kalita
Ranjan Jyoti Deka
Dhanjyoti Medhi
Dhrubajyoti Das
Jitumoni Saharia
Amrit Kr. Upadhyay
Sambhuram Deka
Manoj Lahkar
Jogesh Kalita
Dhritika Devi

unpublished

Do

Do

Prof. Paramananda Rajbongshi
Prof. Paramananda Rajbongshi

Prof. Paramananda Rajbongshi

unpublished

Prof. Dr. Narayan Das

Prof. Dr. Narayan Das

Prof. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi
unpublished

Prof. Paramananda Majumdar
Prof. Dr. Pranati Sarma Goswami
Prof. Dr. Paramananda Rajbongshi
Prof. Paramananda Majumdar
Prof. Dr. Bibha Bharali

Prof. Nirendra Nath Thakuria

Prof. Dr. Indira Saikia Bora

Prof. Dr. Runima Baishya

Prof. Dr. Runima Baishya

Prof. Dr. Jyotirmay Sengupta
Prof. Dr. Indira Saikia Bora

Prof. Dr. Paramananda Majumdar
Prof. Dr. Runima Baishya

Prof. Dr. Baikuntha Rajbongshi
Prof. Dr. Indira Saikia Bora



