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CHATURTHA PANIPATHER YUDDHA : A SUBALTERN NARRATION

ABSTRACT : Subodh Ghosh is well-known to the Bengali readers for numbers of his
different popular short stories. The elite society of Kolkata discovered him in the 40%.
‘Ajantrik’ was his first work in this field. ‘Fossil’, the second of his entire creation was a
story of the oppressed in India. Actually his struggle in life helped him to gather experiences
regarding different folk-lives of India. In the late 40s he wrote a book on Indian ‘adivasis’.
Though he was not an anthropologist, he handled the subject in a scientific manner. There in
a chapter he wrote a real story of Birsait, a young person whom we find as Stephan Horo in
the story titled ‘Chaturtha Panipather Yuddha'. After his (Subodh Ghosh's) birth centenary
certain academic discussions have taken place in different essays and Ph.D works, but lots
are still to be done. Therefore, we have taken this story for re-reading. As this one depicts the
life of oppressed of our society, we think it will be wise to analyse the story under the light
of subaltern studies. Earlier, this study as a postmodern theory of literary criticism tried to
find out the real nature of the subalterns. But in the late 80s Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
thought it right to find out the process of making the subalterns in a hegemonic discourse.
Ranjit Guha, Gautam Bhadra and many others also support this line of thinking. Accordingly,
we have tried 1o find out the same in present context. From the narration of Subodh' Ghosh
We can identify Horo, Tudu, Chirki, Old Sokha as the subaltern. They are the ‘other’ from the
Point of view of Father Lindon, Panditji — the Sanskrit teacher in the missionary Sf?lzoc)l and

hosh — the interclass Bengali intellectual. We also find that amateur anthropologist Subodh
Ghosh with his experienced references made it possible for the story to be a subaltern

"[a’ ration. The citations in the story clearly show the making of subalterns by the upper
class.
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